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Karen  took  home  an  uninvited  guest 

By  the  evening, 
the  entire  family  were  playing  host 
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Ihe  importance  of  treating  the  whole  family  for  headlice 
s  being  emphasised  in  a  major  educational  and  publicity 
campaign. 

Aimed  at  health  visitors, 
educationalists  and  teachers, 
the  campaign  underlines 
the  need  to  treat  the  whole 
family  when  one  of  its  mem- 
bers brings  headlice  home. 
CARYLDERM  and  PRIODERM 
preparations,  the  most 
widely  used  headlice  treat- 
ments in  Britain,  have 
been  reformulated  to  incor- 
porate an  improved,  fresh, 
fragrance. 

A  campaign  poster 


Each  family  pack  of  Carylderm  and  Prioderm  Lotion 
comes  with  a  detector  comb. 

Stock  up  and  display  these  family  treatments  now  and 
be  prepared  for  when  the  family  drop  in. 
For  support  material  and  further  information  contact 
Napp  Consumer  Products  Division,  The  Science  Park, 
Cambridge  CB4  4GW. 

HEADLICE  TREATMENT 
FOR  THE 
WHOLE  FAMILY 

A  member  ol  the  Napp  Pharmaceutical  Group. 
B)  Prioderm  and  Carylderm  are  registered  trade  marks  t  Napp  laboratories  Ltd  1988 


Public  inquiry 
into  Hounslow 
pharmacy 

CRCs  to  become 
obligatory  in  '89 
decides  Council 

Tanna  fails  in 
bid  for  review 
of  supervision 

Beatson  accept 
TT  takeover  bid 

Unichem  issue 
writ  to  stop 
Newbould  EGM 

Out  and  about: 
drugs  to  druggets 


THE  CASTING  VOTE 


FOR  SUGAR-FREE 
PAIN  RELIEF 


Suitable 
for  children 

from 
3  months 


•  THE  FIRST  SUGAR-FREE,  NON-CARIOGENIC  PARACETAMOL 
SUSPENSION  -  SOME  TRADITIONAL  JUNIOR  ANALGESIC 
SUSPENSIONS  STILL  CONTAIN  UP  TO  50%  SUGAR. 

•  free  from  alcohol. 

•  has  a  pleasant  banana  flavour. 

•  low  viscosity  makes  it  easier  to  pour  than  traditional  sugar - 
based  suspensions. 

•  available  in  100ml  bottle  and  now  a  trial-size  60m!  bottle 
for  first-time  users. 

•  also  available  in  soluble  tablet  form. 


Reckitl 
&Colma 


Counter  Prescribing  Information 

Indications  -Relief  of  painful  and  feverish  conditions  in  children.  Active  Ingredients  -Stated  above.  Dosage  Instructions  -3  months -1  year  2  Vi  to  5ml  ,1-6  years  5- 
10ml,  6-1 2  years  10-1 2ml,  every  4  hours.  Maximum  4  doses  in  24  hours.  Contra-indications- Hypersensitivity  to  paracetamol.  Further  Information-  Junior  Disprol 
Suspension  contains  no  sugaror  alcohol.  Diabetics  should  note  that  each  5ml  of  suspension  can  provide  up  to  12.5  kcal.  Retail  Price  -  (April  1988)  60ml  98p  100ml 
£1.53.  Product  Licence  No.  -  44/0085.  Further  information  is  available  on  request  Reckitt  &  Colman  Pharmaceutical  Division,  Hull  HU8  7DS. 
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COMMENT 


On  the  face  of  it,  Environment  Secretary  Nicholas 
Ridley's  much  discussed  plans  to  roll  back  some  of 
England's  green  and  pleasant  land  in  favour  of  medium 
sized  housing  developments  in  the  Thames  valley  might 
herald  opportunities  for  pharmacists  to  open  new 
businesses.  But  anyone  anticipating  such  an  event  should 
be  prepared  for  a  long  wait.  As  we  reported  last  week 
(p228)  Mrs  Christine  Hastie  has  been  beaten  in  her  two 
year  battle  to  open  a  pharmacy  in  Crawley  Down,  West 
Sussex,  by  the  Mid  Sussex  District  Council,  on  planning 
grounds.  And  remember  —  or  has  it  been  so  long  that  we 
have  forgotten  —  Writtle,  where  the  claims  and  counter 
claims  have  been  going  on  for  three  years,  and  the  judicial 
review  on  the  Secretary  of  State's  actions  has  still  to  be 
held. 

Of  course,  Writtle  is  in  Essex,  and  there  the  county's 
local  pharmaceutical  and  medical  committees  have 
problems  of  their  own  making.  A  '  'once  and  for  all"  county- 
wide  designation  of  rural  and  urban  areas,  undertaken  by 
the  FPC's  dispensing  subcommittee  resulted  in  55  appeals. 
The  RDC,  who  has  to  adjudicate,  has  imposed  a  freeze  on 


applications.  Happily,  at  a  special  meeting  last  week  RDC 
officials  banged  the  heads  of  the  two  professions  together, 
and  appear  to  have  made  some  progress  in  resolving  the 
impasse  (p266). 

The  LPC  Conference  passed  a  resolution  calling  for  the 
renegotiation  of  the  Clothier  Regulations,  and  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating  Committee  has 
referred  the  matter  to  its  rural  practices  standing 
committee.  Whether  the  Government  and  new  Health 
Secretary  Kenneth  Clarke  will  accede  to  any  such  request 
remains  to  be  seen.  The  new  man  knows  a  bit  about 
negotiating  with  health  care  professions! 

But  what  we  seem  to  be  losing  sight  of  in  all  these 
disputes  is  the  service  the  two  professions  together  can 
offer  patients.  The  proposed  post-Nuffield  roles  currently 
under  discussion  offer  real  benefits  in  patient  care,  without 
anyone  treading  on  someone  else's  toes  too  heavily. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  when,  or  if,  pharmacists  and 
doctors  eventually  get  together  to  negotiate  a  "new 
Clothier' ' ,  the  patients  and  the  NHS,  not  the  profit  motive, 
are  top  of  the  agenda  on  both  sides. 
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NEWS 


Public  inquiry  into 
ounslow  pharmacy 


A  public  inquiry  into  the 
controversial  pharmacy  of  Mrs 
Shashi  Gossain  in  one  room  of  the 
ground  floor  of  464  Great  West 
Road,  Hounslow,  spent  much  of 
its  first  day  in  debate  about  the  use 
of  the  terms  "pharmacy", 
"dispensary"  and  "dispensing 
pharmacy". 

The  inquiry,  ordered  by  the 
Department  of  the  Environment, 
was  set  up  to  determine  two 
appeals  by  Mrs  Gossain  against 
Hounslow  Borough  Council.  It 
took  place  this  week  at  the 
Hounslow  Civic  Centre,  before 
inspector  David  Morgan. 

The  first  appeal  was  lodged 
against  the  decision  of  the  Council 
that,  under  Section  53  of  the 
Town  and  Country  Planning  Act 
1971,  planning  permission  was 
required  for  the  60  sq  ft 
pharmacy.  The  second  concerned 
the  Council's  decision  to  issue  an 
enforcement  notice  requiring  the 
discontinuation  of  the  use  of  the 
room  as  a  pharmacy,  issued  in 
March  this  year. 

Mr  Peter  Village,  counsel  for 
Mrs  Gossain,  said  that  the 
pharmacy  premises  were  in  "a 
very  small  room' ' ,  which  had  been 
registered  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  and  which  had  an  NHS 
contract  to  dispense  medicines. 

"She  has  some  retail  goods, 


but  the  practice  as  a  matter  of  fact 
and  degree  is  concerned  with 
supplying  medicines  which  are 
only  obtainable  on  prescription, ' ' 
he  said. 

Mrs  Gossain  had  a  limited 
number  of  OTC  medicines 
available  for  retail  sale,  including 
aspirin  and  some  cough  mixtures. 
"But  she  makes  no  bones  about 
there  being  a  very  small  demand 
for  those  goods , "  he  said . 

In  appealing  against  Hounslow 
Borough  Council's  Section  53 
determination,  Mr  Village 
maintained  that  the  current  use  of 
one  room  as  a  pharmacy  did  not 
change  the  use  of  the  premises  as 
a  surgery.  He  contended  that 
even  if  there  had  been  a  material 
change  of  use,  under  the  1972  Use 
Classes  Order,  the  dispensary 
was  within  the  same  use  class  as 
the  surgery. 

He  pointed  out  that  the 
Section  53  application  was  made 
before  the  new  Use  Classes 
Order  came  into  force  on  June  1. 
And  even  if  he  was  wrong  in 
suggesting  that  the  old  rules 
should  still  apply,  under  the  new 
Order  he  felt  the  pharmacy  came 
within  the  same  Class  Dl  —  use 
for  "provision  of  any  medical  or 
health  services". 

With  regard  to  Mrs  Gossain's 
appeal  against  the  enforcement 


464  Great  West  Road  is  a 
detached  property  on  the  north 
side  of  a  busy  three-lane 
carriageway.  The  case  concerns 
the  use  of  one  of  six  ground  floor 
rooms  as  a  pharmacy  —  the 
others  comprise  two  consulting 
rooms,  a  waiting  room,  a 
rest/treatment  room  and  an 
office/reception  area.  It  measures 
7  feet  6  inches  by  8  feet. 

The  local  authority  says  it  has 
"implicitly  accepted"  use  of  the 
whole  of  the  ground  floor  of  the 
house  as  a  doctor's  surgery, 
although  planning  permission  has 
never  been  granted  for  extensions 
of  use.  Key  events  leading  up  to 
the  public  inquiry  were: 
April  22,  1987  Mrs  Gossain's 
husband,  a  GP  in  nearby  Fulham, 
is  advised  by  Hounslow  Borough 
Council's  planning  department, 
that  planning  permission  would  be 
required  to  change  the  use  of  part 
of  the  ground  floor  of  464  Great 
West  Road,  from  a  surgery  to  a 
dispensing  pharmacy. 
May  1, 1987  Application  made  by  Dr 
Gossain,  the  GP  at  the  house  Dr 


Gupta,  and  another  GP,  for  a 
formal  determination  under 
Section  53  of  the  Town  and 
Country  Planning  Act  1971  as  to 
whether  planning  permission  is 
required  before  change  of  use. 
May  5,  1987  Pharmacy  use 
commenced  without  planning 
permission. 

June  1,  1987  New  Use  Classes 
Order  comes  into  force. 
July  28,  1987  Hounslow  Borough 
Council  issues  its  decision  that 
under  the  Town  and  Country 
Planning  Act,  the  development 
does  need  planning  permission,  on 
the  grounds  that  it  is  a  '  'material 
change  use  in  the  use  of  any 
buildings  or  land". 
July  1987  Planning  permission 
refused  for  a  single  storey  flank 
extension  to  provide  a  reception 
area  for  the  doctor's  surgery. 
March  2,  1988  Council  issues  an 
enforcement  notice  requiring, 
within  56  days,  the  discontinuance 
of  the  use  of  part  of  the  premises 
at  464  Great  West  Road  as  a  retail 
pharmacy. 

August  9, 1988  Public  inquiry. 


notice,  Mr  Village  drew  the 
inspector's  attention  to  the  points 
he  had  made  in  relation  to  the  need 
for  planning  permission. 

He  added:  "The  objectors  do 
not  want  to  see  another  pharmacy 
because  it  will  have  an  effect  on 
the  variety  and  viability  of  the 
nearby  shopping  parade,  but  that 
is  the  test  the  Secretary  of  State 
must  adopt  in  this  case.  And  we 
say  that  all  the  evidence  shows  the 
opening  of  Mrs  Gossain's 
pharmacy  14  months  ago  has  had 
no  effect  on  trading  at  that 
shopping  centre." 

Mr  N'J.  Pryor,  a  planning 
consultant  called  to  give  evidence 
for  Mrs  Gossain,  agreed  that  the 
pharmacy  "dispensary"  fell  into 
the  same  use  class  as  the  rest  of 
the  surgery. 

As  for  the  effect  on  the  parade 
he  would  seek  to  prove  that  Mrs 
Gossain's  pharmacy  did  not 
operate  in  the  widest  sense  as  a 
pharmacy.  It  is  primarily  a 
dispensary  which  is  capable  of 
selling  retail  medicines,  he  said. 

Mr  Pryor  said  the  only 
pharmacy  that  Mrs  Gossain  was 
competing  with  was  the  Brickman 
Pharmacy  at  502  Great  West 
Road,  which  "gives  the 
appearance  of  a  profitable 
business,"  he  said.  He  suggested 
the  14  months  since  Mrs  Gossain 
opened  was  ample  time  for  Mr 
Brickman  to  decide  whether  his 
business  was  viable  or  not. 

Mr  Pryor  also  introduced  a 
survey  taken  towards  the  end  of 
July,  which,  he  said,  showed  that 
the  hard  standing  for  parking  at 


464  Great  West  Road  was 
adequate  for  the  amount  of 
patients  using  it  for  their  cars. 

Mrs  Gossain  told  the  inquiry 
that  she  stocked  a  few  of  the  most 
popular  cough  mixtures,  but  she 
found  that  people  who  have  taken 
the  trouble  to  go  to  the  surgery 
would  rather  wait  for  the  doctor. 

She  drew  attention  to  her 
opening  hours  —  she  works  the 
FPC's  contracted  9am  to  6pm  but 
is  often  open  until  7.30  or  8pm 
"We  have  had  many  complaints 
from  patients  who  couldn't  get 
prescriptions  from  other 
pharmacists  after  6pm, ' '  she  said. 

The  head  of  the  Royal 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  Law 
Department,  Gordon  Appelbe, 
told  the  inquiry  that  Mrs 
Gossain's  premises  were 
registered  as  a  pharmacy  from 
May  5  last  year. 

This  information  was 
confirmed,  Mr  Appelbe  said,  in  a 
letter  he  sent  to  Mrs  Gossain, 
after  he  received  written 
assurances  that  she  had  applied 
for  planning  permission. 

He  added  that  his  letter  had 
the  caveat:  '  'I  would  be  obliged  to 
receive  a  copy  of  the  planning 
consent  to  enable  the  Society  to 
ensure  that  one  of  its  members 
was  not  only  acting  within  the 
Medicines  Act,  but  also  within  the 
Town  and  Country  Planning  Act. ' ' 

The  inquiry  was  expected  to 
conclude  on  Thursday. 


Patch  launch 

Ciba-Geigy  say  that  their 
transdermal  patch  for  the 
prevention  of  motion  sickness, 
Scopoderm  TTS,  will  be  available 
in  the  UK  from  late  Summer,  but 
only  on  prescription. 

The  company  is  content  with 
the  revised  classification  as  it 
agrees  that  Scopoderm  should  be 
used  only  on  a  doctor's  advice. 


Nutritionists  from  King's  College, 
London,  have  concluded  there  is 
no  link  between  intellectual 
performance  and  vitamin 
supplementation  in  children. 

The  report  comes  in  the  wake 
of  a  sharp  increase  in  sales  of 
children's  vitamin  and  mineral 
products  after  BBC's  QED 
programme  highlighted  a  trial  at 
Darland  High  School  in  Wrexham, 
last  year.  The  trial  claimed 
supplementation  improved  non- 
verbal IQ. 

Details  of  the  King's  study 


were  given  in  The  Lancet  last 
week.  While  the  authors 
acknowledge  that  a  significant 
proportion  of  British 
schoolchildren  fail  to  meet  the 
recommended  daily  allowance  for 
one  or  more  micronutrients,  they 
say  it  is  improbable  that  any 
marginal  deficiencies  that  might 
exist  would  affect  the  metabolic 
functions  of  the  brain. 

The  Darland  trial  has  been 
criticised  by  the  King's  team  for 
poor  methodology  in  assessment 
of  the  diet,   the  statistical 


New  study  debunks 
vitamin  IQ  link 
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"Was  there  anything  else  we  coyld  kip  you  with,  Sir?" 

Precursors  to  pan-European 
drug  regulation 


A  no  fault  compensation  scheme 
and  pan-European  post  marketing 
surveillance  need  to  be  in  place 
before  any  commitment  is  made  to 
the  establishment  of  a  supra- 
national drug  regulatory  body  in 
the  EEC,  says  R.D.  Mann  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Medicine,  writing 
in  last  week's  Lancet. 

The  European  Commission 
has  already  started  talking  to 
interested  parties,  focussing  on 
the  choice  of  mutual  recognition  of 
national  licensing  decisions  or  a 
centralised  European  body. 

Plus  points  for  a  pan-European 
authority  are  that  it  is  probably  the 
only  practical  method  of  achieving 
the  political  objective  of  a  common 
pharmaceutical  market  by  1992.  It 


also  avoids  the  "lowest  common 
denominator' '  effect  of  settling  f<  >r 
mutual  recognition;  it  should  be 
cheaper  than  operating  12  national 
regulatory  bodies;  and  it  might 
allow  important  advances  in 
therapeutics  to  reach  patients 
more  quickly. 

However,  set  against  that 
there  will  be  a  major  loss  of 
national  sovereignty  in  a  sensitive 
public  area.  It  is  highly  unlikely 
that  such  an  authority  could  be 
sued  in  any  national  court  for 
damages  from  adverse  reactions. 
Drugs  licensed  by  such  a  body 
might  be  explosively  marketed 
throughout  the  EEC  with  more 
patients  suffering  unexpected 
adverse  reactions. 


The  Council  of  the  Royal  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  agreed  that  the  use 
of  child-resistant  containers  for  solid  dose  dispensed  medicines,  which 
since  1981  has  been  voluntary,  should  become  a  professional 
requirement  from  January  1,  1989. 

The  Council  also  agreed  that  the  profession  should  be  reminded  that 
in  addition  to  the  use  being  a  professional  requirement,  pharmai  ists  may 
find  themselves  in  jeopardy  in  any  action  in  negligence  before  a  court  as 
it  could  be  argued  that  the  use  of  child-resistant  containers  represents 
the  standard  of  care  to  patients  that  could  be  expected. 

It  was  further  agreed  that  the  profession  should  be  reminded  of  the 
earlier  Statement  on  the  re-use  of  containers  which  included  the 
following:  "Under  no  circumstances  should  child-resistant  closures  be 
used  more  than  once,  as  continued  use  affects  the  child  resistant 
properties  of  the  closure." 

Council  Statement  on  Child-Resistant  Containers 

Because  of  the  effectiveness  of  child-resistant  containers  in 
reducing  accidental  poisoning  among  young  children,  the  Council 
has  decided  that  the  voluntary  scheme  for  the  use  of  child- 
resistant  containers  should  now  become  a  professional 
requirement  as  from  January  1 ,  1989. 

In  1981  the  pharmaceutical  and  medical  professions  agreed 
that  all  solid  dose  oral  preparations  should  be  dispensed  in  either 
a  reclosable  child-resistant  container  complying  with  the  British 
Standard  or  in  unit  packaging  of  strip  and  blister  type  unless :- 

1.  they  are  in  a  manufacturer's  original  pack  so  designed  that 
transfer  to  a  reclosable  child-resistant  container  would  be  a 
retrograde  or  unnecessary  procedure ,  eg  tins  or  tubes  of  throat 
lozenges  or  effervescent  tablets,  sachets  of  powder  or 
insufflation  capsules.  Attention  should  be  paid  to  the  special 
requirements  for  glyceryl  trinitrate  tablets,  or 

2.  the  patient  is  elderly  or  handicapped  and  will  have  difficulty  in 
opening  a  child-resistant  container,  or 

3.  the  patient  specifically  asks  that  a  product  shall  not  be 
dispensed  in  such  a  container. 

In  the  last  two  cases,  the  pharmacist  should  make  a  point  of 
advising  that  the  medicines  be  kept  well  out  of  children's  reach. 

This  agreement  was  reached  at  the  instigation  of  the  DHSS 
who  agreed  to  increase  the  container  allowance.  Thus, 
pharmacists  are  being  paid  to  use  child-resistant  containers. 

Pharmacists  are  asked  to  ensure  that  patients  are  able  to  use 
child-resistant  containers.  Where  patients  encounter  significant 
problems  in  their  use,  alternatives  can  be  used  but  this  should  be 
the  exception  rather  than  the  rule. 


treatment  of  the  data  and  the 
composition  of  the  supplement 
used.  The  study  was  repeated  in 
two  contrasting  secondary 
schools  using  a  much  larger 
sample. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  four 
children  aged  11-12  weighed  and 
recorded  all  food  and  drink 
consumed  for  seven  days,  and 
were  given  four  tests  of  verbal  and 
non-verbal  reasoning  skills.  The 
children  were  then  split  into  two 
matched  groups  and  in  a  double 
blind  trial  children  in  one  group 
were  given  a  vitamin  and  mineral 
supplement  and  those  in  the  other 
a  placebo  for  a  period  of  four 
weeks.  When  children  were  given 
second  intelligence  tests,  there 
were  no  differences  ;n 
performance  between  the 
supplement  group  and  placebo 
group. 


IUCD  'highly  effective' 


The  intra-uterine  contraceptive 
device  (coil)  is  highly  effective, 
with  patient  acceptance  similar  to 
the  pill  and  other  reversible 
methods,  claims  the  latest  Drug& 
Therapeutics  Bulletin . 

The  IUCD  is  used  by  about  6 
per  cent  of  sexually  active  women 
in  Britain,  but  there  is  still  concern 
about  the  risks  of  sterility  caused 
by  pelvic  inflammatory  disease. 
The  risk  of  PID  is  highest  in  the 
months  following  insertion. 

The  Bulletin  recommends 
that  the  duration  of  use  of  IUCDs 
is  extended  to  five  years  to 
minimise  problems.  PID 
developing  after  six  months  is 
often  linked  with  other  factors 
such  as  sexually  transmitted 


disease. 

Infection  of  the  fallopian  tubes 
as  a  result  of  PID  can  lead  to 
infertility.  In  one  study,  infertility 
was  present  after  only  one 
episode  of  infection  in  1 3  per  cent 
of  women,  after  two  episodes  in 
36  per  cent  and  after  three 


episodes  in  75  per  cent. 

IUCD  users  should  be 
carefully  selected.  Women  who 
have  had  more  than  two  children 
and  have  completed  their  families 
are  most  suitable.  Patient 
counselling  should  include  written 
information  on  IUCDs  in  general 
and  the  particular  device  fitted, 
instructions  to  feel  for  the  thread 
and  the  importance  of  six  monthly 
check-ups,  says  the  Bulletin. 


Medicines  Act  prosecution 


Mr  Abraham  Mackey,  a 
registered  agricultural  merchant 
of  11  Lurgan  Road,  Crumlin,  co 
Antrim,  was  prosecuted  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social 
Services  for  offences  under  the 
Medicines  Act  1968  on  June  20. 


The  defendant  was  fined  a 
total  of  £2,000  on  two  charges 
relating  to  the  possession  of 
unlicensed  veterinary  medicinal 
products  and  the  sale  or  offering 
for  sale  of  Prescription  Only 
Medicines. 
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Progress  at  last  in 
Essex  rural  logjam 


There  appears  to  be  hope  of 
progress  towards  resolving  the 
freeze  on  dispensing  applications 
ui  Essex.  A  meeting  between  local 
medical  and  pharmaceutical 
committee  representatives  and 
RDC  officials  on  August  4  was 
described  by  LPC  secretary  Miall 
James  as  consti  tu  tive. 

The  Rural  Dispensing 
Committee  is  laced  with 
considering  55  appeals  against 
rurality  decisions  made  by  the 
dispensing  subcommittee  and  has 


decided,  because  of  the  workload, 
to  impose  a  freeze  on  new 
applications. 

"A  useful  exchange  of  views 
took  place  at  the  meeting  and  it 
looks  as  though  some  progress 
can  be  made,"  Mr  James  told 
C&D  this  week. 

As  neither  the  chairman  nor 
the  vice-chairman  of  the 
dispensing  subcommittee  was 
able  to  attend  last  week's 
meeting,  all  sides  will  meet  again 
on  August  18. 


Essex  EPC  has  claimed  that, 
with  so  much  of  the  map 
undeclared  "urban"  or  "rural" 
and  with  so  many  appeals  pending 
no  applications  to  open  or  relocate 
can  be  considered. 

Options  for  the  LPC  include 
taking  out  a  court  order 
compelling  the  RDC  to  proceed 
with  the  appeals.  More  likely  is 
that  the  LMC  and  LPC  will  either 
come  to  an  agreement,  or  will 
withdraw  all  appeals  save  those 
most  likely  to  succeed. 


No  response  to  Guild 
approach  on  next  pay  claim 

'hile  payment  of  the  final     was  an  obligation  to  protect  t 
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While  payment  of  the  final 
instalment"  of  the  1987-88  pay 
claim  awaits  agreement  on  the 
flexible  grading  issue,  hospital 
pharmacist  negotiators  have,  as 
yet,  had  no  response  to  this  year's 
claim  despite  repeated 
approaches. 

At  the  Guild  Council  meeting 
on  July  28,  Council  expressed 
concern  that  the  flexible  grading 
issue  may  further  delay  a 
management  side  response. 

On  the  issue  of  flexible 
grading,  no  further  meeting  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Whitley  Council  or 
the  working  party  had  yet  been 
set  up,  although  the  staff  side  are 
to  meet  shortly  to  determine  a 
course  of  action. 

Information  collated  by  the 
divisional  officer  Dr  David  Bird 
and  district  members  on  the 
implementation  of  flexible  grading 
for  speech  therapists,  suggested 
that,  although  many  staff  have 
been  assimilated  satisfactorily  to 
new  scales,  subsequent  regrading 
has  been  delayed  in  many 
hospitals  because  of  funding 
issues. 

Similar  difficulties  could  be 
anticipated  in  implementing 
flexible  grading  for  pharmacists 
and  the  availability  of  adequate 
funding  was  fundamental  to 
obtaining  an  acceptable  structure. 
Warrington  management  "buy  out" 
Commenting  on  the  provision  of 
pharmaceutical  services  to 
Warrington  Health  Authority  and 
the  proposed  meeting  between 
Guild  officers  and  the  authority, 
the  divisional  officer  stressed  that, 
while  the  Guild  would  be  opposing 
privatisation  of  hospital  pharma- 
ceutical services  and  would  be 
exploring  alternative  arrange- 
ments to  solve  the  problem,  there 


was  an  obligation  to  protect  the 
interests  of  the  members. 
Membership/divisional  officer  Group 
secretaries  have  now  been 
circulated  with  membership  lists 
compiled  from  head  office 
records.  And  Council  welcomed 
the  news  that  following 
reorganisation  of  the  divisional 
officer's  duties  within  the 
Manufacturing,  Science  and 
Finance  Union,  he  would  be  able 
to  devote  more  time  to  Guild 
matters. 

Medication    history-taking  The 

president,  V'lan  Fenton-May, 
reported  that  the  practice 
committee  was  progressing  with 
guidelines  on  medication  history- 


taking,  but  would  welcome 
comments  from  any  pharmacist 
carrying  out  this  activity  within 
paediatrics.  Product  liability 
aspects  had  been  discussed. 
Popular  Guild  awards  The  chairman  of 
the  Education  and  Science 
Committee,  Paul  Sandham, 
reported  on  the  high  quality  of 
submissions  received  for  the 
various  1988  Guild  awards. 
Applications  for  the  Ciba-Geigy 
Award  would  be  accepted  up  to 
August  15. 

A  promotional  pamphlet  on  hospital 
pharmacy  had  been  approved  by 
Council  and  was  awaiting  printing 
prior  to  circulation  to  all  groups. 

Other  matters  discussed  by 
Council  and  to  be  investigated 
further  included  the  promotion  of 
the  role  of  the  hospital  pharmacist 
to  the  consumer,  the  possibility  of 
MSF  providing  short  seminars  on 
industrial  relations  issues,  and 
publn  it\  ol  the  <  luild  in  general. 


Generic  quality  more 
important  than  price 


Few  pharmacists  appear  to  be 
prepared  to  sacrifice  quality  and 
consistency  for  patients  for  the 
sake  of  profit  when  choosing 
generics,  according  to  a  report 
from  Intercontinental  Medical 
Statistics. 

The  report,  based  on 
interviews  with  100  retail 
pharmacists,  looks  at  what 
influences  choice  of  supplier  and 
topical  issues  such  as 
pharmacists'  views  on  parallel 
imports,  product  liability  and  bulk 
versus  original  packaging. 

"Few  pharmacists  appear 
prepared  to  sacrifice  quality  and 
consistency  for  the  patient  for  the 
sake  of  profit,"  say  IMS.  "And 
suppliers  will  be  able  to 
increasingly  gain  a  competitive 


edge  by  taking  note  of  aspects 
other  than  price  which  are 
important  to  pharmacists ' ' . 

Although  a  pharmacist  may 
rate  a  supplier  highly  in  terms  of 
good  prices  and  discounts,  that 
supplier  may  not  necessarily  get 
the  order  for  the  majority  of  a 
pharmacist's  generic  stock.  When 
buying  from  a  full  line  wholesaler 
a  significant  proportion  of 
pharmacists  rated  good  delivery, 
service  and  convenience  as  being 
more  important  than  price. 
"Genetic  purchasing  in  the 
pharmacy ' '.  £1,200 from  Business 
Research  Department, 
Intercontinental  Medical  Statistics 
Ltd,  IMS  House,  107  Marsh 
Road,  Pinner,  Middlesex  HA5 
5HQ. 


New  vaccine 
guidelines 

A  revised  version  of  the 
Department  of  Health's  book 
"Immunisation  against  infectious 
diseases"  has  been  published. 

The  117  page  softback  book 
gives  information  about  a  range  of 
vaccines  including  the  new 
measles/mumps/rubella  vaccine 
expected  to  be  available  from 
October  1 . 

For  each  vaccine  there  is 
information  about  the  disease  it  is 
intended  to  protect  against, 
dosage  and  storage  data,  adverse 
reactions,  contraindications  and 
where  to  obtain  supplies. 

The  new  vaccine  is  being 
introduced  with  the  aim  of 
eliminating  rubella,  congenital 
rubella  syndrome,  measles  and 
mumps.  To  achieve  this,  says  the 
book,  the  target  uptake  for  the 
vaccine  for  children  aged  one  to 
two  years  must  be  that  already  set 
for  measles  vaccine  —  at  least  90 
per  cent  by  1990.  The  mumps 
component  is  included  because 
mumps  causes  about  1,200 
hospital  admissions  each  year  in 
England  and  Wales.  In  children 
under  15  years  old  it  is  the 
commonest  cause  of  viral 
meningitis  and  can  cause 
permanent  deafness. 

After  October  1  the  new 
vaccine  is  to  replace  measles 
vaccine  for  all  eligible  children. 
Measles  vaccine  will  still  be  used, 
however,  for  school  girls  aged  ten 
to  14  years  and  non-immune 
women.  "Immunisation  against 
infectious  disease",  by  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Vaccination  and 
Immunisation.  (HMSO,  £3.50). 


IN  BRIEF 


An  Act  giving  individuals  the  right  of 
access  to  reports  made  by  medical 
practitioners  for  employment  or 
insurance  purposes  has  received 
royal  assent  and  comes  into  effect 
on  January  1,  1989.  Access  to 
Medical  Reports  Act  1988,  Chapter 
28.  (HMSO,  £1.30). 

Chemists  and  appliance  suppliers  in 
Northern  Ireland  in  April  dispensed 
1,123,524  prescriptions  (686,061 
forms)  at  a  gross  cost  of  £6.09  per 
item. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  prohibited 
Dr  Charles  Frederick  Patterson 
MB,  BCh,  whose  registered 
address  is  50  Markyate  Road, 
Dagenham,  from  prescribing, 
administering  and  supplying  and 
from  authorising  the 
administration  and  supply  of  any 
Controlled  Drug  except  the 
following:  diamorphine 
hydrochloride  and  any  preparation 
specified  in  Schedule  5  to  the 
Misuse  of  Drugs  Regulations  1985 
other  than  such  a  preparation 
containing  dihydrocodeine. 
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'Drove  under 
the  influence' 

Owner  of  eight  strong  Bradford 
hemist  chain,  Buchanan 
Bingley)  Ltd,  John  Buchanan,  has 
Deen  committed  to  Leeds  Crown 
Court  on  three  charges  of 
possessing  Controlled  Drugs  and 
panned  for  three  years  after 
idmitting  driving  under  the 
nfluence  of  drugs. 

Mr  Buchanan,  42,  of  Highfield 
Road,  Idle,  who  was  struck  off  the 
Pharmaceutical  Register  four 
/ears  ago,  and  is  said  to  be 
receiving  treatment  for  addiction, 
was  seen  leaving  one  of  his  shops 
shortly  after  midnight  on  May  7, 
and  was  later  stopped  by  police 
pecause  of  his  erratic  driving, 
prosecutor  Mr  Nigel  Cowgill  told 
Keighley  magistrates  court 
ecently.  Buchanan  had  two 
previous  convictions  for  driving 
while  unfit,  said  Mr  Cowgill. 

Speaking  for  Mr  Buchanan, 
[ohn  Holden  said  he  was  a  drug 
addict  who  was  receiving  hospital 
treatment.  Mr  Buchanan  was 
fined  £500  and  ordered  to  pay  £12 
posts  and  committed  to  Leeds 
Crown  Court. 


HA  liability 

The  Guild  of  Hospital  Pharmacists 
has  welcomed  the  news  in  a 
Government  Health  Note  that 
product  liability  for  work  done  by 
hospital  pharmacists  will  be  taken 
by  the  health  authority  and  not 
individual  employees. 

"Our  policy  has  always  been 
that  manipulations  of  medicinal 
products  be  performed  within 
pharmacy  departments  as 
commended  in  the  Breckenridge 
Report  1976, ' '  the  Guild  says  in  a 
statement  issued  last  week.  "We 
believe  the  Health  Note  will 
encourage  the  final 
mplementation  of  those 
recommendations." 

The  applicability  of  the 
Consumer  Protection  Act  1988  to 
hospital  pharmacy  is  considered  in 
Health  Note  HN(88)3  "Product 
liability  —  procurement". 


PL(PI)  update 

The  following  PL(PI)s  have  been 
published  in  the  latest  edition  of 
the  London  Gazette. 

Aeropax  (International)  Ltd,  trading  as 
Stephar  BV 


l./4L'5M/l«M«  Be 


Benorylate  4s 
Pharman 


Martonland  Ltd,  trading  as  Martons 
Pharmaceuticals 


125mg  Theophyllin 
BP125mg 


TOPICAL  RL  _ 


The  Lord 
helps. 


...those      who  help 
themselves?  It  has  to  be 
acknowledged  that  people 
who  try  hard  at  whatever  f\ 
activity  they  are  involved  in  /*J| 
generally  achieve  more  than  I 
those  who  look  for  others  to  I 
shoulder  the  responsibility.  \ 
So  we  should  not  be 
breathless  with  surprise  to 
learn  from  a  recent  study  in      -  -  " 
Nottingham  that  self-help 
(and  psychological 
treatments)  appeal  to  have 
been  just  as  effective  as 
drug  treatments  in  helping  patients  with 
neurotic  disorders.  Few  will  be  astonished 
to  see  diazepam  was  found  to  be  the  least 
effective  type  of  medication,  although  we 
must  be  intrigued  to  find  dothiepin  was 
about  equal  in  effect  to  cognitive  and 
behavioural  therapy  and  self-help. 

This  raises  some  interesting  points.  If 
the  doctor  is  too  busy  to  spend  the  time 
necessary  to  help  a  patient  towards  better 
self-understanding,  can  he  give  a  script  for 
dothiepin  without  bad  conscience?  The 
easier  option  begs  the  question:  What 
happens  to  the  patient's  underlying 
problems?  Do  they  '  'go  away"  while  the 
drug  regime  is  followed?  Do  they  '  'come 
back"  if  the  drug  is  withdrawn?  If  today's 
GPs  are  unable  to  spend  the  time,  and  our 
priests  are  no  longer  perceived  as 
appropriate  because  of  the  archaic 
imagery  many  of  them  use  to  transmit 
fundamental  truths. . . 

I  cannot  finish  the  sentence  but  shall 
leave  it  hanging  in  mid-air,  while  I  go 
looking  for  the  philosophers  who  will 
spend  some  time  listening  to  poor  patients 
who  need  a  sympathetic  ear. 

Chemex-ho! 

I'm  a  bit  browned  off  with  my  shop  at  the 
moment.  And  here  I  actually  mean  with 
the  shop  rather  than  the  business  of 
dispensing  and  the  purely  pharmaceutical 


aspects.  The  fact  is  I  have 
been  getting  stale  after  a 
longish  stint  of  short  staffed 
running.  It's  the  usual  thing 
at  this  time  of  year  what 
\\    \         with  holidays  and  then 
Tottie  leaving  and  my 
having  to  get  new  staff 
trained  to  my  quite  exacting 
£        standards.  And  my  original 
swagman  has  gone,  while 
\      the  sundries  which  used  to 
wt.  ,         be  real  profit  spinners  if  you 
1      bought  well  seem  now  to  be 
more  drearily  uniform  than 
I  can  ever  recall.  Worse  still 
they  are  all  pre-packed  and 
sold  in  at  set,  low  margins 
which  take  all  the  joy  out  of 
entrepreneurial  buying.  My  photo  section 
is  alright,  but  hardly  exciting.  The  overall 
50:50  script  counter  breakdown  is 
swinging  towards  the  national  trend  of 
70:30  which  does  not  please  me  one  little 
bit.  So  in  search  of  ideas  I  shall  go  down  to 
the  Smoke  on  September  18-19  to 
Chemex  at  Earl's  Court.  With  250 
exhibitors  there  have  got  to  be  new  faces 
and  new  accounts  to  be  brought  into  my 
orbit... 

Booze  for  all 

I  don't  do  much  with  the  homebrew 
market  now  because  I  got  squashed  out 
between  the  local  Boots  and  the 
supermarket,  but  I  still  brew  the 
occasional  tun  of  red  to  keep  my  hand  in. 
How  I  loved  the  C&D  expert's  verdict 
last  week  on  the  wines  made  up  by  a 
number  of  kit  suppliers,  particularly 
Boot's  medium  sweet  white...  "Bitter 
finish  with  artificial  chemical  flavour" 
...and  their  red:  "Bad  tawny  colour 
showing  oxidation  with  an  acid  finish" . 

I  actually  got  rid  of  my  last  Brewmaker 
some  time  back  along  with  the  Unican,  but 
I  reckon  I'll  try  one  of  Paines  Grand 
Maison  red  kit  (for  30  bottles!)  for  myself 
for  Christmas  maybe.  Unfortunately  my 
taste  runs  to  decent  Riojas,  Cotes  de 
Rhones  or  a  nice  Nuit  St  George  when  I 
can  afford  it.  With  the  best  will  in  the 
world,  homebrews  seem  a  bit  watery. 
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NPA  BOARD  REPORT 


Small  and  medium  businesses 
favoured  in  EEC  move 


European  affairs  and  progress 
towards  the  completion  of  the 
interna]  market  in  1992  topped  the 
NPA  Board's  agenda  at  its  July 
meeting. 

The  Board  heard  that  at  an 
Interna]  Market  Council  on  June  7, 
little  progress  generally  had  been 
made,  but  a  resolution  had  been 
adopted  recommending  the 
continuation  of  Community  policy 
in  favour  of  small  and  medium- 
sized  enterprises. 

The  Council  stressed  that  legal 
and  tax  regulations  applicable  to 
"SMEs"  needed  to  be  simplified 
and  had  invited  the  Commission  to 
take  account  of  "specific  SME 
interests"  in  drawing  up  the 
Fourth  and  Seventh  Company 
Law  Directives  which  the 
Commission  did  the  following  day 
in  adopting  two  new  proposals. 

It  has  long  been  NPA  policy 
that  much  of  current  UK 
companies  legislation  is  wholly 
inapplicable  to  the  small  family 
company  and  that  a  simpler  form 
of  incorporation  needs  to  be 
created  to  enable  proprietors  to 
operate  as  a  company  with 
perpetuaJ  succession,  but  without 
the  red  tape  necessary  for  the 
large  public  company. 
Developments  on  pharmaceuticals  The 
European  Commission's  White 
Paper  on  the  completion  of  the 
internal  market  identified  the  need 
to  harmonise  national  laws  relating 
to  information  pharmaceutical 
companies  must  provide  with 
their  products. 

The  Commission  is  currently 
considering  ways  of  improving  the 
quality  of  this  information  and  in 
January  1988  brought  forward  a 
proposal  to  amend  a  1975 
Directive  governing  the 
manufacture  of  marketing 
standards  for  proprietary 
medicinal  drugs. 

Its  purpose  was  three-fold: 

—  It  aimed  to  improve  the  quality 
of  information  available  to  patients 
by  requiring  that  OTC  medicines 
should  either  have  the  necessary 
information  on  the  container  or  be 
accompanied  by  a  simply 
presented  leaflet. 

—  It  would  extend  to  drugs 
intended  for  export  to  Third 
World  countries  the  good 
manufacturing  principles  and 
inspection  procedures  which  apply 
informally  in  the  EEC. 

—  It  would  extend  the  scope  of  the 
original  Directive  to 
radiopharmaceuticals,  vaccines, 
toxins,  sera  and  allergens,  and 
drugs  made  from  human  blood. 

The  EEC  Economic  and  Social 
Committee  is  currently  drafting  its 


opinion  on  these  proposals. 

It  was  also  reported  that  the 
Commission  was  now  under 
pressure  from  the  EEC  consumer 
lobby  to  extend  the  rules  on 
information  provision  to 
consumers  to  drugs  supplied  on 
prescription.  The  consumer 
bodies  suggested  that  while  most 
Member  States  include  leaflets 
with  the  package,  few  patients 
actually  understand  it. 

The  Commission  is  therefore 
considering  whether  to  draw  up  a 
proposal  obliging  manufacturers 
to  translate  the  "scientific" 
language  used  in  pack  insert 
leaflets  to  plain  language. 
Medicine  pricing  The  Internal  Market 
Council  has  adopted  a  "common 
position"  on  the  "transparency" 
of  medicine  prices  which  would 
eventually  require  national 
regulations  for  pharmaceutical 
prices  without  hidden  discounts 
and  other  distorting  factors. 
EEC  Pharmacy  Group  president  visit 
Peter  Kielgast,   the  director 


general  of  the  Danish  Association 
of  Pharmacy  Proprietors  and 
currently  president  of  the  EEC 
Pharmacy  Group,  visited  St 
Albans  on  July  21.  The  Board 
were  particularly  interested  to 
learn  that  Danish  pharmacy 
proprietors  pay  a  basic 
subscription  to  their  Association 
equivalent  to  £4 ,000  per  annum! 
Professional  indemnity  The  Board 
were  pleased  to  hear  from  Jeremy 
Clitherow  (Liverpool)  that  his 
family  practitioner  committee 
were  to  propose  the  following 
motion  at  the  October  Conference 
of   the    Society   of  Family 


Practitioner  Committees: 

"That  to  prevent  practitioners 
from  becoming  inhibited  in 
providing  a  full  service  because  of 
the  possible  consequences  of 
litigation,  the  Department  is 
urged,  following  consultation  with 
appropriate  professional  bodies, 
to  make  it  a  requirement  under 
the  Terms  of  Service  for  all 
practitioners  contracted  to  the 
FPS  to  hold  current  professional 
indemnity". 

Restrictive  trade  practices  The  Board 
spent  some  time  considering  a 
Department  of  Trade  &  Industry 
Green  Paper  suggesting  reform  of 
current  legislation  relating  to 
restrictive  trade  practices. 
Among  other  things,  the  Green 
Paper  proposed  that  in  future 
persons  and  organisations 
entering  into  restrictive 
agreements  contrary  to  the  public 
interest  would  be  liable  to  criminal 
sanction,  including  heavy  fines. 

It  was  agreed  to  submit  a 
response  to  the  DTI  expressing 


concern  about  the  effect  of  the 
legislation  on  organisations 
representing  smaller  businesses 
and  about  the  complexity  of  the 
proposals  which  could  easily  result 
in  officials  of  such  organisations 
inadvertently  breaking  the  law. 
Advertising  campaign  —  1989  David 
Sharpe,  chairman  of  the 
advertising  campaign  sub- 
committee, together  with  NPA 
director  Tim  Astill ,  had  their  first 
informal  meeting  with  the  new 
advertising  agents,  Sudler  & 
Hennessey.  Campaign  proposals 
for  1989  were  clarified  and  an 
approach  made  to  the  Royal 


Pharmaceutical  Society  to  obtain  1 
Council's  approval  for  the  use  of 
the  Green  Cross  logo  in  a  major 
way  in  the  advertisements . 
Returned  goods  policy  Mr  Tim  Astill  j  j 
reported  that  the  National  H 
Association  of  Pharmaceutical  I 
Distributors'      Council  is 
sympathetic  to  a  reasoned  || 
request  for  reconsideration  of  its  | 
"three-day"  policy  on  returned  j 
goods,  but  needs  further  evidence   I ; 
of  difficulty  or  hardship  before 
extending  the  limit. 
Leaflet  NPA  Treasurer  Bob  Worby   \  \ 
(North  East  London)  drew  j 
attention  to  a  new  leaflet  "Help  It 
with  NHS  costs",  published  by  it 
the  DHSS.  Its  back  cover  took  the  it 
form  of  a  chart  indicating  where  a 
range  of  DHSS  leaflets  could  be   1 1 
obtained,  and  only  one  was  j] 
available  in  pharmacies. 

The  Board  agreed  that  many  I 
pharmacists  would  be  prepared  to 
stock  a  small  supply  of  relevant 
DHSS  leaflets  if  they  were  given   j  | 
the  opportunity.  Representations 
will  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  asking  him  to  ensure  that  a 
range  of  DHSS  leaflets  are  made 
available  to  pharmacists  who  wish  || 
to  have  them. 

National  "No-smoking"  Pay  The  NPA  j 

will  again  participate  in  National  6 
No-Smoking  Day  (to  be  held  next  , 
Spring)    by    publishing  an 
advertisement  and,  if  necessary, 
arranging  for  anti-smoking  leaflets 
to  be  distributed  through  NPA  || 
pharmacies. 

Nora  Batty  video  The  Board's 
General  Purposes  Committee 
viewed  the  promotional  video 
produced  by  Kendall  in  support  of 
the  new  range  of  "Lastosheer" 
support  hosiery.  In  general,  the 
humorous  approach  adopted  by 
the  company  was  appropriate ,  but 
the  Committee  deplored  the 
portrayal  of  the  pharmacist  as 
ignorant,  unsympathetic, 
unintelligent  and  bumbling.  The 
video  included  a  contribution  from 
a  genuine  consultant  and  a  genuine 
nurse.  The  GP  played  by  the 
same  actor  who  played  the 
pharmacist,  had  also  been  shown 
as  knowledgeable  and 
sympathetic.  The  Board  noted 
with  approval  a  letter  of  protest 
written  to  Kendall  by  Mr  Astill, 
but  were  concerned  that  the 
company,  in  its  reply,  had  done  no 
more  than  apologise  for  having 
given  offence. 

A  further  letter  of  protest  will 
be  written  to  the  company  urging 
them  to  withdraw  the  video  or 
portray  the  pharmacist  more 
realistically. 

Business  equipment  Members  of  the 
Business  Services  Committee 
were  impressed  with  a  new  range 
of  dispensary  spatulas,  which  had 
robust  handles  and  were  precision 
machined  to  taper  towards  the 
end  giving  graduated  flexibility. 

The  Committee  also  approved 
the  design  of  a  new  large  internal 
illuminated  "Prescriptions"  sign 
bearing  the  green  cross  logo. 


Kerfoot  Pharmaceuticals  hosted  a  golf  day  last  month  at  York  Golf 
Club,  Strensall,  for  36 pharmacists.  Despite  the  weather,  starting  with 
a  thunderstorm  at  lunch-time  and  heavy  rain  throughout  the  early 
afternoon  the  competition  produced  some  respectable  scores.  Pictured 
above  after  the  prize  giving  are  (left  to  right)  Mark  Jackson ,  best  guest; 
Richard  Wood,  runner-up;  Colin  Hethenngton ,  the  winner  Allan 
Haddon,  Kerfoot  regional  manager;  DougAllaway,  guest  speaker  and 
David  Bowser,  Kerfoot 's  sales  and  marketing  director 
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SUPER  BLACK 


Inecto,  the  pioneers  of  the  UK  hair  colourant 
market,  have  some  super  news  for  you.  It's  about  the 
launch  of  Super  Black,  a  permanent  black  colour 
creme  resulting  from  extensive  research  into  the 
special  hair  care  needs  of  the  Afro-Caribbean 
and  Asian  communities. 

Each  pack  of  Super  Black  contains  everything 
required  to  enhance  the  natural  beauty  of  black 
hair  with  lustrous,  deep  rich  colour,  all  in  just  I 
20-30  minutes. 

Inecto  is 
backing  Super 
Black  with  a  heavyweight 
advertising  campaign  in  ethnic 
hair  care  media,  along  with 

SUPER  JWORTUNITY 


radio  and  poster  support  in  targeted  urban  areas. 

Packs  of  Super  Black  are  merchandised  in  dispensers 
of  one  dozen  available  with  a  shelf  strip,  and  there's  a 
special  introductory  bonus  as  an  added  attraction. 

Super  Black  will  be  available  via  Countercall,  the 
specialist  distributor  to  the  independent  chemist. 

Don't  miss  this  opportunity  to  put  your  sales  figures 
even  more  into  the  black  with  Super  Black,  the  biggest 
news  in  the  ethnic  hair  care  market  for  years. 


INECT 

HAIR  CARE 

For  information  contact  Sally  Blake.  Inecto  Hair  Care.  P.O.  Box  685 
Harwell,  London  W7  2PS.  Telephone:  01-579  1221. 


The  symbol  of  service 
to  the  chemist 


countercQllL 

FREEPHONE  TELESALES  0800  282892 


Paste! 
starters 

Tommee  Tippee's  Feedtime 
Starter  range  is  now  available  in 
three  new  pastel  colours  —  mint, 
peach  and  buttermilk. 

The  new  colours  replace  the 
original  red,  blue  and  pink  say 
Jackel  International,  and  are 
designed  to  enhance  the  products' 
appeal,  improve  the  range's 
positioning,  and  make  display 
simpler. 

With  the  Training  Range  for 
older  babies  and  toddlers 
remaining  in  current  red  and  blue, 
though  with  buttermilk  replacing 
pink,  the  change  to  pastel  will  also 
segment  the  two  ranges.  "We 
have  launched  our  new  colours  in 
the  light  of  feedback  from 
consumers  and  research  into  the 
market,"  says  the  company. 

New  colours  will  come  in  as  old 
stocks  are  exhausted.  Prices  are 
unchanged.  Jackel  International 
Ltd.  Tel:  091-2503261. 


Countercall 
August  offers 

Countercall  are  offering  20  per 
cent  extra  free  on  Peadouce 
nappies,  in  the  form  of  one  free 
pack  with  five  packs  of  Babykini 
Mini  72s,  or  two  packs  free  with 
every  ten  packs  of  Ultra  Babyslips 
Maxi  20s  ordered. 

Samples  of  Babykini  and 
posters  are  available  free  with  the 
Pregnancy  and  Babycare  annuals 
being  distributed  by  the  NPA. 
Countercall.  Tel:  0992  445995. 


Addis  go  for  Italian 
assault  on  baby 
market 


Addis  have  been  appointed  UK 
distributors  by  Artsana; 
manufacturers  of  Italy's  largest 
mother  and  babycare  brand 
Chicco. 

While  some  products  have  had 
limited  availability  in  the  UK 
through  small  wholesale  outfits 
before  now,  the  tie-up  with  Addis 
will  present  a  determined  assault 
on  the  British  market  by  the  Italian 
firm. 

Addis  have  been  test 
marketing  products  through 
selected  independents  and  are 
now  detailing  the  range  to  other 
independents  with  a  launch  to 
multiple  outlets  planned  for 
October. 

"Mothers  now  demand  stylish 
design  and  practicality  when 
choosing  products  for  their 
babies.  The  Chicco  range  offers 
superb  design  with  the  assurance 
of  quality  as  well  as  infinite 
practicality,"  says  Kate  Swann, 
Chicco  brand  manager  at  Addis. 

In  the  feeding  hygiene  range, 
Addis  will  be  distributing  both 
silicone  and  latex  teats  in  three 
sizes  and  including  both 
orthodontic  and  traditional  shapes 
(£0.37-£0.69),  bottles 
(£0.85-£0.99),  staywarm  two 
piece,  five  piece  and  six  piece 


feeding  sets  (£3.99-£11.99) 
including  a  fun  stacking  set  that 
forms  a  clown-like  character 
(£16.99).  The  range  also  includes 
bibs  (£0.99),  bottle  brushes 
(£0.99),  non-spill  cups  (£1.99), 
cutlery  and  training  sets 
(£0.69-£2.99),  a  thermometer 
(£2.25),  safety  scissors  (£1.99) 
and  a  non-spill  potty  (£2.69). 

Small  toy  products  include 
rattles  in  many  shapes  and  sizes 
(£2.25-£3.25),  teethers 
(£1.75-£2.75)  and  plastic  squeezy 
toys  (£2 .49) ,  in  varied  shapes .  All 
conform  to  British  Standards,  say 
Addis. 

And  the  company  promises 
additions  to  this  range,  when 
products  have  passed  British 
Standard  and  Toy  Safety 
Regulation  Tests,  including 
colourful  designer  bottle  and 
feeding  sets,  and  small  soft  toys. 

Addis  say  the  partnership  with 
Chicco  adds  their  nationwide 
distribution  to  Chicco's  years  of 
expertise  and  experience  that  has 
seen  them  take  an  80  per  cent 
share  of  the  Italian  market,  along 
with  sizeable  shares  in  many  other 
European  and  World  markets. 

Display  stands  are  available. 
"Details  from  Addis  Ltd.  Tel:  0992 
584221. 


Low 
fragrance 
baby  lotion 
from  J&J 

Johnson's  Baby  Lotion  is  now 
joined  by  a  new  low  fragrance 
variant,  White  Lotion  (285ml  size 
only,  rrp£1.87). 

Johnson  say  that  the  product, 
claimed  to  be  hypoallergenic,  is 
aimed  at  modern  mothers  to  use 
on  their  babies,  and  young  women 
(16-24)  for  use  as  a  cleanser.  And 
they  say  that  consumer  research 
has  shown  an  84  per  cent  intention 
to  purchase  after  trial. 

The  launch  of  the  new  white 
lotion  is  being  announced  with  a 
TV  commercial.  The  current 
£1.5m  campaign  uses  the  line 
"Johnson's  Baby  Lotion  keeps 
your  skin  feeling  soft" .  Johnson  & 
Johnson  Ltd.  Tel:  0753  31234. 


New  soy 
babymilk 
from  Farley 

Farley's  this  week  announce  their 
entry  into  the  soya  babymilk 
market  with  Ostersoy,  an  addition 
to  the  Ostermilk  range. 

The  company  says  that  soya 
formulas  are  the  fastest  growing 
area  in  the  babymilk  market,  with 
sales  up  28  per  cent  year  on  year. 

Farley's  claim  an  advantage 
for  Ostersoy's  non-animal  fat 
formula,  which  they  says  makes  it 
suitable  not  only  for  cows'  milk 
intolerant  babies,  but  also  for 
vegetarians  and  certain  religious 
communities. 

The  packaging  for  Ostersoy 
(450g  £2.89)  reflects  the 
Ostermilk  range,  and  includes 
Farley's  "quality  assured"  label. 
And  because  75  per  cent  of  sales 
of  soya  milk  products  are  on 
prescription,  the  milk  will  be 
promoted  to  GPs  and  health 
professionals.  Farley  Health 
Products  Ltd.  Tel:  0602  507431. 
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PRIODER 

LOTION 

The  family  treatment  kit 
for  the  elimination  of  head 
in  two  hours 


LOTION 

he  family  treatment  kit 

^elimination  of  head  lice 
m  two  hours 


ren  took  home  an  uninvited  guest. 

By  the  evening, 
le  entire  family  were  playing  host.' 


1  ill!! 


he  importance  of  treating  the  whole  family  for  headlice 
being  emphasised  in  a  major  educational  and  publicity 

campaign. 

Aimed  at  health  visitors, 
educationalists  and  teachers, 
the  campaign  underlines 
the  need  to  treat  the  whole 
family  when  one  of  its  mem- 
bers brings  headlice  home. 
CARYLDERM  and  PRIODERM 
preparations,  the  most 
widely  used  headlice  treat- 
ments in  Britain,  have 
been  reformulated  to  incor- 
porate an  improved,  fresh, 
fragrance. 

A  campaign  poster 


>8P 


Each  family  pack  of  Carylderm  and  Prioderm  Lotion 
comes  with  a  detector  comb. 

Stock  up  and  display  these  family  treatments  now  and 
be  prepared  for  when  the  family  drop  in. 
For  support  material  and  further  information  contact 
Napp  Consumer  Products  Division,  The  Science  Park, 
Cambridge  CB4  4GW. 

HEADLICE  TREATMENT 
FOR  THE 
WHOLE  FAMILY 

A  member  of  the  Napp  Pharmaceutical  Group. 

®  Prioderm  and  Carylderm  are  registered  trade  marks.  ©  Napp  Laboratories  Ltd.  1988 


COUNTERPOINTS 


Silver  Book  reports  market 
"sluggishness" 


The  UK  cosmetics  and  toiletry 
market  did  "not  have  a 
particularly  good  year"  in  1987 
despite  a  favourable  economic 
climate,  according  to  the  latest 
edition  of  the  Silver  Book. 

The  Silver  Book,  published  by 
John  Hogston  Associates  QHA) 
shows  that  safes  into  the  UK  trade 
at  current  prices  increased  by  only 
4.3  per  cent  at  only  £1.038bn  — 
the  lowest  increase  recorded  in 
the  last  ten  years  and  "well  below 
the  average  annual  increase  of  9 
percent". 

A  5.1  per  cent  increase  in 
prices  meant  a  0.8  per  cent  fall  in 
the  value  of  sales  in  real  terms. 
This  was  "marginal,  but 
nevertheless  a  decline,  and  the 
first  one  to  be  recorded  since  the 
1979-1981  recession,"  it  says. 

The  report  says  that  the  main 
reason  for  this  poor  showing  lies  in 
a  falling  off  in  demand  for  hair 
preparations.  This  segment 
accounts  for  33  per  cent  of  the 
total  market  and  any  decline  '  'can 
have  a  serious  effect  on  the  overall 
trend". 

The  hair  preparations  market 
has  shown  strong  growth  trends 


over  the  1983-1986  period,  but  in 
1987  there  was  only  marginal 
growth  of  0.8  per  cent.  '  'With  the 
fragrance  and  skin  care  sections 
stagnant ,  some  65  per  cent  of  the 
market  recorded  no  growth 
whatsoever",  it  says. 

In  view  of  this,  the  report  says 
that  the  combined  "good 
increases"  in  the  make-up,  mens' 
products  and  deodorants 
segments  of  13.7  per  cent  were 
largely  nullified.  A  number  of 
other  factors  including  substantial 
price  increases,  high  inventories 
and  consumers  trading  down  are 
also  said  to  be  responsible  for  this 
decline. 

Prices  of  cosmetics  and 
toiletries  generally  went  up  by  5.1 
per  cent  over  the  year.  This 
increase  was  said  to  be  24  per  cent 
higher  than  the  rise  in  the  retail 
index  of  4.1  per  cent. 

Price  increases  for  the  various 
segments  of  the  market  varied 
"considerably",  and  the  report 
says  that  the  increase  in  the 
fragrance  segment  was 
particularly  damaging  from  a 
demand  aspect  at  10.7  per  cent. 
Other  shop  increases  included 


mens  products  —  up  by  7.5  per 
cent  —  and  depilatories  which 
were  up  by  6.1  per  cent. 

But  advanced  figures  for  the 
first  quarter  of  1988  "suggest  a 
marginal  improvement" .  Sales  at 
current  prices  are  forecast  to  rise 
by  4.8  per  cent.  And  the  report 
predicts  that  if  the  downward 
trend  in  the  rate  of  increases  in 
prices  continues  then  demand  in 
real  terms  may  show  "marginal 
growth". 

Advertising  expenditure  on 
cosmetics  and  toiletries  in  1987  at 


£147. 872m  (MEAL)  was  1.6  per 
cent  lower  than  in  1986. 
According  to  the  Advertising 
Association,  rates  in  1987  were 
12.7  per  cent  higher  than  in  1986. 
JHA  say  that  this  means  that  the 
reduction  in  the  weight  of 
advertising  in  the  media  was 
around  14  per  cent.  And  at 
£147. 872m  the  spend 
represented  14.2  per  cent  of  the 
msp  value  of  sales. 

The  report  costs  £47.50  plus 
postage  from  John  Hogston 
Associates.  Tel:  01-390  2826. 


SOMINEX.  THE  ONLY  0TC  REMEDY  FOR 
TEMPORARY  SLEEPLESSNEZZZZ . . . 


Every  night  thousands  of  people 
experience  temporary  disturbances  to 
their  normal  sleeping  patterns.  They 
may  have  trouble  getting  to  sleep,  or  in 
staying  asleep. 

Sominex,  formulated  by  Beecham, 
is  the  only  specific  OTC  sleeping  aid 
you  can  recommend  to  those  of  your 
customers  who  suffer  from  temporary 
sleeplessness. 

It  is  known  that  there  are  two 
distinct  types  of  sleep,  both  important 
during  a  good  night's  rest. 

Research'  shows  that  the  active 
ingredient  in  Sominex,  promethazine, 
increases  the  amount  of  orthodox  (non- 
REM)  sleep  without  disturbing  the 
amount  of  paradoxical  (REM)  sleep, 
thus  giving  an  overall  increase  in 
sleep.  In  tests,  all  of  the  subjects 
felt  that  Sominex  had  helped  them 
to  enjoy  a  better  night's  sleep. 

With  Sominex  you  can  count  on 
extra  sales,  while  your  sleepless 
customers  can  stop  counting  sheep. 


CRIBINi  i  "  IFORMATION  Presentation:  Blister  pact  ( il  8  lablels,  eacl  llaining  20  mg  Promethazine  Hydrochloride  Ph  Fur  Indications:  Temporary  sleeplessness  Dosage  and  Administration 

one  tablet  al  bedtime  or  up  lo  i  ine  hi  iur  alter  g  3  lo  bed  C  hildren  0  -16  years  ni  il  recommended  Contra-indications,  Warnings  etc.:  There  are  no  si  In  conlra  mdn  alions  but  use  in  pregnancy  shou 

avoided  Precautions:  rhe  product  is  a  sedative  lor  bedlime  use  only  Palienls  should  not  drive  01  operate  machinery  Alcohol  and  olhei  CNS  depressant  drugs  should  be  avoided  Side-effects:  A  lew  pal 

may  he  particularly  sensitive  lo  the  ellects  nl  Sominex;  early  morning  drowsiness  may  be  experienced,  as  may  dry  mouth,  blurred  vision,  difficulty  wiih  lachrymalion  a.nd  constipation  'Research  condi 
on  behall  c.l  Beecham  m  a  UK  University  Sleep  Laboratory  Product  licence  number  0079/0211  IB  F01  lurlher  information  write  lo  Beecham  Health  Care.  Great  Wesi  Road.  Brenllord.  Middlesex,  TW8 
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£lm  'giveaway'  from  Duracell 


'The  latest  on  pack  offer  from 
Duracell  gives  consumers  a 
chance  to  win  a  share  of  £lm  prize 
money. 

The  national  promotion  runs 
on  packs  of  the  most  popular  size 
batteries  available  from  next 
month,  and  is  designed  to  add 
value  through  the  Autumn  and 
Winter,  say  Duracell. 

To  enter  the  competition 
consumers  have  to  decide  which 
of  a  series  of  women '  s  and  men '  s 
athletics  records  listed  on  pack 


will  last  longest.  Entries  matching 
the  choice  of  independent  judges 
win  a  share  of  the  £lm,  say 
Duracell.  People  who  enter  three 
times  will  receive  a  "Guiness 
Book  of  Longer  Lasting  Records' . 

Television  advertising 
scheduled  to  run  in  November  and 
December  features  a  new 
advertisement  "Can't  be  the 
batts"  which  is  to  alternate  with 
existing  advertisements,  say 
Duracell  (UK)  Ltd.  Tel:  0293 
517527. 


ON  TV  NEXT  WEEK 


G  TV  Grampian 
B  Border 
C  Central 

CTV  Channel  Islands 
LWT  London  Weekend 
C4  Channel  4 


L  Ulster 
G  Granada 
A  Anglia 

TSW  South  West 
TTV  Thames  Television 
TV-am  Breakfast 
Television 


STV  Scotland 

(central) 

Y  Yorkshire 

HTY  Wales  &  West 

TYS  South 

TT  Tvne  Tees 


Anadin  Paracetamol: 

All  areas 

Andrex  family  tissues: 

All  areas 

Colgate  toothpaste: 

All  areas 

Dettol: 

All  areas  except  CTV  &  C4 

Dentu-Creme: 

All  areas 

Disprol: 

All  areas 

Duracell  batteries: 

HTV,  TSW 

First  response: 

A 

Just  for  Men: 

TT.C1 

Lanacane  Cream: 

STV,A,C4 

Listerine: 

C4 

Loving  Care: 

GTV.U,  STV,  B.G.C.TT.  TV-am 

Lucozade  light: 

All  areas 

Natrel  Plus: 

All  areas 

Odoreaters  trainer  tamers: 

All  areas  except  C, CTV, LWT, TTV 

Oxy: 

All  areas 

Panadol: 

GTV,STV,G,Y,A,HTV,TSW,TVS 

PR  Freeze  Spray: 

G 

Radian  6: 

G,Y,TT 

Reach  toothbrushes: 

C,A,TVS, LWT, TV-am 

Senokot: 

All  areas 

Sensodyne  toothpaste: 

All  areas 

Simple  skin  care  range: 

STV,C,A,TVS,TTV,C4 

Stickers  false  nails: 

All  areas 

Super  Poli  Grip: 

All  areas 

Sweetex: 

All  areas  except  LWT  &  TV-am 

TCP: 

GTV,U,B,G,A,TSW,TVS,TT,C4,TV-am 

Moulinex  for  hair  care 


Moulinex  are  to  launch  four  new 
hairdryers  in  September.  The 
wattages  range  from  1200  to  1600 
and  all  models  have  removable 
concentrator  nozzles,  variable 
heat  and  speed  settings,  hanging 
loops  and  curly  mains  cord.  The 


top  two  models  also  feature  a  cool 
air  setting.  Recommended  retail 
prices  are:  —  Classic  Line  (1250 
watts),  £10.99,  (1400  watts) 
£13.99,  (1600  watts)  £16.49  and 
Professional  (1500  watts)  £18.99. 
Moulinex  Ltd.  Tel:  01-6682461. 


Pick  a  gift 
from  the 
Midlands 

Midland  Cosmetic  Sales  are 
offering  a  range  of  new 
"combination"  packs  for  the  run 
up  to  Christmas. 

One  Fleurs  de  Soleil  fragrance 
contains  two  soaps  and  two  bath 
cubes  (£0.69)  and  another 
"dumpy  bottle"  gift  set  contains 
one  250ml  creme  bath  and  one 
250ml  hand  and  body  lotion 
(£1.49). 

A  pedestal  powder  bowl  gift 
set  (£2 .49)  can  be  re-used  as  "an 
attractive  container  for  almost 
anything".  And  an  acetate  six 
piece  drum  set  (£2.49)  contains 
one  100ml  creme  bath;  100ml 
shampoo;  one  100ml  hand  and 
body  lotion,  and  three  75g  pleat 
wrapped  soaps. 

A  cologne,  jewellery  and  pot 
pourri  set  (£1.49)  contains 
concentrated  cologne,  necklace 
and  pot  pourri  hanger  in  either 


Fleur  de  Soleil  or  Sauvages 
fragrances.  Moulded  glycerine 
fruit  soaps  are  available  in 
raspberry;  blackberry, 
strawberry  and  lemon  and  lime 
(one  piece  set  £0.49;  three  piece 
set  £1.49;  four  piece  set  £1.99; 
basket  £2.49).  Midlands  Cosmetic 
Sales.  Tel:  021-356  0099. 


A  rose  for 
Polly  hose 

Pretty  Polly  are  offering  their  own 
rose  "Pretty  Polly",  launched  at 
the  Chelsea  Flower  Show,  in  an 
on-pack  offer  on  Galaxy  smooth 
knit  single  packs,  from  the  end  of 
August. 

To  obtain  this  18"  pink 
fragrant  rose  there  are  four 
options:  one  free  with  four  pack 
labels  or  two  labels  plus  £1.95, 
one  additional  rose  £3.45  and 
three  additional  roses  £7.95,  all 
inclusive  of  postage.  The  normal 
selling  price  is  said  to  be  £4.66 
each.  Pretty  Polly.  Tel:  0623 
552500. 


THINKING  ABOUT  SH0PFITTING? 


*  for  a  superb 
looking  shop 
+  increased 
t/o  and  profits 

PLEASE  RING 
01-805  6240 


MODISPLAY  (SHOPFITTING)  LTD 

1 L0CKFIELD  AVE,  ENFIELD,  MIDDX  EN3  7UU. 
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COUNTERPOINTS 


Keep  it  pure 


TV  witches 
for  Sweetex 

Sweetex  have  a  new  commercial 
entitled  "Witches"  for  their 
seven-week  £1.5m  national 
television  campaign  which  began 
this  week. 

The  commercial  demonstrates 
a  cooking  situation  featuring  three 
"humourous"  witches  around  a 
cauldron  showing  the  use  of 
Sweetex  in  "everyday  cooking", 
say  Crookes  Healthcare  Ltd.  Tel: 
0602  507431. 

'Spectacular 
Summer' 

from 
Colourcare 

Consumers  who  have  their  films 
processed  by  Colourcare  dealers 
will  have  the  chance  to  win  one  of 
more  than  2,000  prizes. 

Summer  Spectacular  scratch 
cards  are  to  be  given  out  by 
dealers  with  processed  films.  The 
promotion  will  run  until 
September  10  or  while  stocks 
last,  say  Colourcare.  Prizes 
include  bikes,  photo  albums  and 
frames  and  there  is  a  draw  for  a 
Ford  Escort  1.6  Ghia. 

Last  date  for  receipt  of  claims 
and  entries  to  the  draw  for  the  car 
is  September  23.  The  draw  is  to 
take  place  on  October  4,  say 
Colourcare  International.  Tel: 
0722  412202. 


Genesis  is  introducing  a  pure 
vegetable  oil  soap  with  no  added 
colourants  and  "using  Pennine 
waters". 

The  company  says  that  until 
recently  animal  fat  free  soaps 
were  unable  to  give  the  lather  that 
is  expected  by  today's  consumer. 
Now  Genesis  claim  to  have  made 
a  "breakthrough"  by  using  pure 
palmolive  oil  and  kernel  with 
added  herbal  ingredients. 

Genesis  is  aiming  at  the  mass 


Oxford  Natural  Foods  are 
planning  to  widen  the  distribution 
of  their  Oxford  5  Day  diet 
programme. 

The  diet  (£9.95).  which  is  said 
to  conform  to  COMA  calorie  and 
protein  recommendations, 
consists  of  five  multi-vitamin 

Tudor  mix  is 
up  to  date 

Tudor  have  introduced  a  new 
counter  merchandiser  for  their 
films. 

The  44  mix  pack  contains  20 
Tudor  XL  110-24  films  and  24 
Tudor  135-24  films  (both  rated  at 
100  ASA).  The  48  mix  pack 
contains  48  Tudor  XL  135-24  400 
ASA  films.  The  products  are 
currently  on  introductory  offer. 
Tudor  Photographic  Group  Ltd. 
Tel:  01-4508066. 


market  and  is  anticipating 
"volume  sales' '  by  trying  to  place 
the  soap  in  the  "popular  price 
category"  at  £0.35.  The  trade 
price  is  £13.68  for  72  units. 

The  vegetable  oil  soap  is 
packed  individually  in  90g  packs 
and  available  perfumed  or 
unperfumed. 

It  will  soon  be  followed  by  a 
120g  family  bar  and  other  sizes, 
say  Genesis  Hygiene.  Tel:  051-708 
6909. 


capsules,  10  meal  replacement 
bars,  and  five  packets  of 
farmhouse  vegetable  soup.  All 
that  is  needed  in  addition  to  this  is 
a  half  pint  of  skimmed  milk  a  day 
for  women,  and  one  pint  a  day  for 
men,  say  Oxford  Natural  Foods. 
Tel:  0793  512744. 


Lucozade 
barleys  on  TV 

Lucozade  are  promoting  their  new 
orange,  lemon  and  tropical  barley 
crush  variants  in  one  litre  packs  in 
a  "Daley  II"  televison 
commercial. 

It  features  a  miniature  Daley 
Thompson  co-starring  with  a  five 
feet  barley  bottle.  The  national 
campaign  will  run  for  the  next  four 
weeks.  Beecham  Bovril  Brands. 
Tel:  01-5605151. 


T  T's  toy  tree 
back  for 
Christmas 

Tommee  Tippee  are  repeating 
their  Christmas  tree  toy 
promotion  again  for  1988. 
Retailers  will  be  offered  a  parcel  of 
Tommee  Tippee  toys  at  10  per 
cent  off  the  usual  trade  price  and  a 
free  tree-shaped  display  stand  — 
all  for  £150. 

The  cut-out  of  the  tree  has 
been  modified  this  season  away 
from  the  stylised  approach  of  last 
year  and  towards  a  more 
traditional  tree  shape.  As  before, 
the  stand  has  four  shelves  and  the 
pot  has  a  display  tray  on  the  top 
with  a  dump  bin  underneath. 

Sixteen  different  toys  are 
included  in  the  deal,  including  a 
variety  of  rattles,  bath  toys,  soft 
and  musical  toys. 

All  retail  at  under  £5,  with 
most  under  £2,  designed  for 
impulse  purchase,  say  Jackel.  The 
company  has  set  up  a  freephone 
line  to  deal  with  enquiries:  dial 
100,  ask  for  Freephone  Jackel  and 
speak  to  Judith  Brown.  Jackel 
International  Ltd.  Tel:  091-250 
3261. 


Fresh  offer 

Scotts  are  offering  25p  off  coupons 
on  Baby  Fresh  appearing  in 
August  issues  of  Mother  and 
Practical  Parenting  and  in  the 
September  issue  of  Mother  and 
Baby.  The  company  says  this  will 
reach  55  to  60  per  cent  of  mothers 
with  children  under  the  age  of  two 
years  —  the  target  audience. 

Baby  Fresh  sales  are  also 
being  supported  by  a  £lm 
television  and  Press  advertising 
and  sampling  operation  to  reach 
85  per  cent  of  new  mothers,  say 
Scott  Ltd.  Tel:  0342  27191. 


The  World  Health  Organisation  estimate  that  worldwide  5-10  million  people  may  carry 

the  AIDS  virus. 

AIDS  and  HEPATITIS  B  can  be  passed  by  use  of  contaminated  syringes,  needles  or 

blood  products. 

SO  WHY  NOT  REDUCE  THE  RISK  AND  THE  WORRY  WITH 

OQP    TRAVEL  AIDS  KIT 


WHAT  WORRIES? 

INFECTIONS 
.INJURY 
ACCIDENT 
CUTS 

INJECTIONS 


When  travelling  anywhere 
outside 

NORTHERN  EUROPE 
NORTH  AMERICA 
or  AUSTRALIA 


Available  from: 

Philip  Harris  Medical  Ltd.,  Hazel  well  Lane,  Stirchley,  Birmingham.  B30  2PS. 

Tel:  021  433  3030  Fax:  021  433  4400 

Price  including  VAT  and  Post  &  Packing  £17.48 


Oxford  slim-in 
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Bambo 
bring  in 
incontinence 

Bambo  Ltd  are  planning  to  extend 
their  personal  hygiene  business 
into  the  incontinence  sector. 

Initially  sales  will  concentrate 
on  health  service  regions  and 
distributors.  However,  it  is 
intended  to  introduce  the  products 
to  chemists  during  the  next  few 
months,  says  managing  director 
John  Slevin. 

Products  in  the  range  are 
rectangular  inserts  (three  sizes), 
shaped  inserts  (three  sizes) ,  all-in- 
one  pads  (four  sizes), 
incontinence  pads  (four  sizes)  and 
stretch  pants  (three  sizes). 
Bambo  Ltd.  Tel:  053669744. 

An  English 
Pick-Up 

English  Grains  are  introducing 
Pick-Up  tablets  containing 
caffeine  50mg  and  dextrose 
monohydrate  130mg.  Each  tablet 
offers  the  caffeine  equivalent  of  a 
cup  of  coffee  and  the  standard 
dosage  is  one  or  two  tablets  three 
times  a  day,  says  the  company. 

They  are  available  in  yellow 
packs  bearing  a  sunshine  motif 
(60s  £1 .59,  outers  of  12),  and  the 
launch  will  be  supported  by  a 
national  Press  advertising 
campaign  starting  in  the  Autumn, 
say  English  Grains.  Tel:  0283 
221616. 


Getting 
windy? 

Gale  Force  and  Hurricane  mints 
are  two  new  variants  from  Ernest 
Jackson. 

Gale  Force  is  a  "strong" 
lozenge  and  Hurricane  mints  are 
"extra  strong"  peppermints;  the 
packaging  features  a  weather 
theme.  Both  products  are 
available  in  displav  outers  of  12 
'£3.85  trade)  and  will  retail  at 
£0.49.  Ernest  Jackson  &  Co  Ltd. 
Tel:  036322251. 


Vantage 
face  wash 

Vantage  have  introduced  an 
antibacterial  face  wash  into  their 
own-label  range,  aimed  at 
teenagers  coping  with  problem 
skins  and  anyone  with  an  oily  skin. 
A  clear  lightly  perfumed  gel,  it  is 
said  to  be  gentle  on  the  skin  and  it 
can  be  used  frequently. 

The  active  ingredients  are 
Irgasan  DP  300  (triclosan)  0.1  per 
cent,  and  0.2  percent  Biopure  100 
(imodazoline  urea  complex),  the 
mixture  of  which  will  have  Gram- 
positive  and  Gram-negative 
bacteriostatic  action,  and  some 
activity  against  fungi  and  yeasts. 

Vantage  anti-bacterial  face 
wash  is  available  in  a  pack  of  six 
150ml  bottles  at  a  retail  price  of 
£1.79  each.  VestricLtd.  Tel:  0928 
717070. 

Temperature 
reading 

Medielite  are  introducing  two  new 
electronic  digital  thermometers. 

Medpt  is  a  pentype 
thermometer  featuring  dual 
temperature  reading  and  a  built-in 
timer  (£7.99).  Medet  is  a  hand 
held  pocket  thermometer  with  a 
mini  cable  and  a  tube  for 
temperature  readings.  It  features 
dual  temperature  reading,  built  in 
timer  and  buzzer  at  a  suggested 
£8.50.  Medielite  Ltd.  Tel:  01-998 
8833 

New  look 
for  Throaties 

Ernest  Jackson's  Throaties  range 
has  been  repackaged. 

The  ten  variants  are  identified 
by  one  modernised  corporate 
image  and  colour  scheme,  bear 
the  new  company  logo,  but  offer 
different  illustrations  to  represent 
the  problem  the  pastille  is 
designed  to  deal  with.  Ernest 
Jackson  &  Co  Ltd.  Tel:  03632 
2251. 


MQW  AVAIUMM.I  iH  THIS  IMC* 


THE  8EST  SOLUTSON  9N  THE  WORLD  FOR  SHOP  SPACE 

PROBLEMS 

SHOW  MORE  OUTSIDE  -  CHOOSE  MORE  EASILY  INSIDE 

WITH 

ROTARY  •  SPACE  •  CREATORS 


Creates  more 
sales  to 
increase  profits 


Various  UNITS  from: 

Counter,  Wall  to  Floor,  Ceiling  to  Floor  or  completely  Mobile 
Attachments  include:  Shelves,  Polycarbonate  front  edging, 
Dividers  to  create  tumble  bins,  Pegboarding  for  hook  items,  Card 
or  Leaflet  racks,  motor  attachments  are  interchangeable  between 
units. 

ALL  FLOOR  UNITS: 
REVOLVE  OM  ROLLER  BEARINGS 
are  of 

STEEL  AND  ALUMINIUM  CONSTRUCTION 
are  ffeti&hed  in 
HARDENED  "SUPERWHtTE"  EPOXY 

are  guaranteed 
FOR  UP  TO  i  TON  OF  MERCHANDISE 

WELCOME  MORE  CUSTOMERS:  ROTARY  SPACE  CREATORS 
allow  better  organisation  of  shop  throughput.  Shops  can  display  as 
much  product  on  5isqft  as  on  60ft  of  conventional  shelving. 
Customers  see  more,  choose  more  easily  and  buy  more. 

ROTARY  SPACE  CREATORS  are  elegant,  robust,  simple  and 
practical  to  use,  and  can  be  assembled  to  suit  any  requirement  or 
product  from  security,  to  general  goods,  cards  or  blister  pack 
items,  thus  the  price  will  vary  from  £200  to  £1200  cash  or  the  units 
can  be  leased  from  6  months  to  5  years  with  option  to  purchase  on 
termination. 

FOR  FURTHER  DETAILS  CONTACT: 

Rotary  Space  Creators  (North)  Ltd 
Free  post 
Whitest  ake 
Preston 

PR4  4BR  Tel  (0772)  617744 
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Silvikrin 
with  love 

Silvikrin  say  they  are  spending 
£1.5m  on  television  and  Press 
advertising  in  a  six  month 
campaign  commencing  this 
month.  The  remoisturising, 
combination  and  styling  hair  care 
ranges  are  to  be  in  double  page 
adverts  featuring  "bring  back  that 
loving  feeling"  in  Family  Circle, 
Woman  &  Home,  Cosmopolitan, 
Looks,  Woman's  Own, 
Essentials,  She,  Options  and  other 
magazines. 

In  addition  a  television  test  will 
be  screened  for  two  one  month 
tests  in  the  Yorkshire  region. 
Silvikrin  say  that  77  per  cent  of  the 
targetted  consumers  will  be 
reached  over  the  six  months. 
Beecham  Toiletries.  Tel:  01-560 
5151. 


Collections 
from  Leichner 

"Some  like  it  hot"  is  the  title 
given  to  the  new  collection  of 
Autumn  colours  by  Leichner.  The 
look  is  described  as  traditional 
browns  and  rusts  enlivened  with 
reds  and  some  metallics  to  give  a 
glow  to  the  dullest  complexion. 

A  retail  parcel  will  be  available 
in  September,  valued  at  £66.15, 
consisting  of  the  best  selling 
products  including  Kamera  Klear 
foundation,  and  the  new  fiery 
copper  eyeshadow  duo, burnt  ash 
taupe  eyeshadow  and  hot 
cinnamon  for  the  lips. 

For  Christmas  Leichner  are 
offering  three  make-up  collections 
called  Award  Winners,  packaged 
in  a  black  and  gold  carry-case.  The 
case  contains  eight  eyeshadows, 
two  blushers,  lipsticks  and  eye 
pencils;  translucent  face  powder, 
15ml  Kamera  Klear  foundation, 
waterproof  mascara,  blusher 
brush  and  two  applicators.  The 
collections  retail  at  £9.95  and  are 
said  to  be  worth  £23.05,  if  items 
are  purchased  individually. 
Leichner  (London)  Ltd.  Tel:  0323 
641244 


E  crG3in 

Cabot  is  introducing  a  new  facial 
moisture  lotion  as  part  of  its 
vitamin  E  range. 

The  lotion  (£4 .95)  is  said  to  be 
light,  suitable  for  all  skin  types  and 
to  contain  a  sun  protection  factor 
of  four.  Trade  price  for  the  4oz  jar 
is  £2.87.  Distribution  is  by 
Original  Additions.  Tel:  01-573 
9907. 


EK 


TERPOINTS 


in  M/M>tJH„t.ANl 


Eyes  ahead  from  Talika 


Talika  have  introduced  a  sensitive 
skin  eye  make  up  remover  (100ml 
£3.95)  which,  they  say,  will 
remove  "all  traces  of  make-up 
from  the  skin  around  the  eyes". 

They  say  that  no  rubbing  is 
needed,  and  that  the  non-oily 


liquid  formula  ensures  that  it  does 
not  saturate  the  skin  tissues. 

The  product  has  a  base  of 
camomile  and  rose  petal  waters, 
say  Talika.  Distributor:  Jica 
Beauty  Products  Ltd.  Tel:  01-979 
7291. 


Finesse  to  get  ahead 


Finesse  shampoo  and  conditioner 
recently  launched  by  Helene 
Curtis,  is  to  be  supported  by  a 
£6m  advertising  campaign. 

The  television  advertising 
runs  from  now  to  mid-November. 
Double  page  spreads  will  appear  in 


Disk  refills 

Allen  &  Hanburys  have 
introduced  refill  packs  for 
Ventodisks  and  Becodisks.  Four 
packs  are  available:  Ventodisks 
containing  salbutamol  200  meg 
(£6.54)  and400mcg  (£11.45);  and 
Becodisks  containing 
beclomethasone  lOOmcg  (£10.42) 
and  200mcg  (£20.33,  all  prices 
trade). 

The  refill  packs  comprise  112 
doses  (packed  as  8  by  14 
laminated  foil  disks  with  eight 
doses  on  each),  which  is  one 
months  treatment  at 
recommended  doses.  Allen  & 
Hanburys  say  that  a  new  diskhaler 
should  be  prescribed  every  three 
months  and  refill  packs  supplied  in 
between.  Allen  &  Hanburys  Ltd. 
Tel:  01-422  4225. 


Kerfoot's 
originals 

Kerfoot  have  introduced  seven 
new  "original  packs":  amoxvcillin 
capsules  250mg  (21  £2.93)  and 
500mg  (21  £5.86);  penicillin 
tablets  250mg  (20  £0.75); 


womens  magazines  from  October 
through  to  Spring  1989.  And  from 
October  Finesse  will  be  supported 
by  the  distribution  of  12  million 
samples  along  with  lOp  off 
coupons.  Distributed  by  Food 
Brokers  Ltd.  Tel:  0705  219900. 


PRESCRIPTION  SPECIALITIES 


frusemide  tablets  20mg  (28  £0.47) 
and  40mg  (28  £0.52);  and 
naproxen  tablets  250mg  (60 
£4.86)  and  500mg  (£9.38  60,  all 
prices  trade).  Kerfoot 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd.  Tel: 
061-3304531. 

Production  of  Mininep  darts  and 
calcium  darts  will  cease  from 
September,  say  Leo  Laboratories. 
Tel:  08444  7333. 

Dexedrine  tablets  are  now  white  as 
the  tartrazine  has  been  removed. 
Smith  Kline  &  French 
Laboratories  Ltd.  Tel:  07073 
25111. 

Plesmet  syrup  may  be  diluted  with 
Syrup  BP  instead  of  the  recently 
blacklisted  Tolu  syrup,  say  Napp 


Mandate 
guide  men  on 
grooming 

To  encourage  trial  of  their 
product,  Mandate  have  come  up 
with  a  leaflet  advising  men  how 
they  can  transform  themselves 
from  a  bleary  eyed  sleepy  head  in 
the  mornings,  to  a  well  groomed 
specimen  ready  for  the  day  ahead, 
all  in  the  space  of  ten  minutes. 

The  Mandate  guide  to  ten 
minute  grooming  is  to  be  sent  to 
anyone  telephoning  the  Mandate 
grooming  guideline  on  01-487 
5060. 

The  leaflet  carries  product 
details  and  a  sample  sachet  of 
aftershave  lotion.  Other  sampling 
is  also  planned.  Shulton  (Great 
Britain)  Ltd.  Tel:  091 237 1231. 

Lucky  three 

Milupa  are  introducing  three  of 
their  baby  breakfasts  —  claimed  to 
have  been  voted  favourites  —  in 
300g  family  packs. 

Sunshine  Orange,  7  Cereal 
and  Oat  Breakfast  Cereal  with 
apple  will  be  available  in  the  larger 
sizes  this  month,  say  Milupa  Ltd. 
Tel:  01-573  9966. 


Laboratories  Ltd.  Tel.  0223 
358888. 

Deltastab  injection  25mg/ml  is  now 

available  in  1ml  ampoules  (6, 
£4.80  trade)  and  the  5ml  vials 
have  been  discontinued.  Boots  Co 
pic.  Tel -.060250611. 

Scholl  say  all  the  extra  large  sizes 
of  NHS  hosiery  announced  in 
C&D  last  week  (p234)  will  not  in 
fact  be  available  until  the  end  of 
September.  Scholl  Consumer 
Products  Ltd.  Tel:  01-253 2030. 

Thames  Latoratories  say  Psorin 
ointment,  in  25  and  lOOg  tubes  is 
again  available  through 
distributors,  Farillon  Ltd.  Tel: 
04023  71136. 


Novo  Laboratories  have  introduced  Novopen  II,  a  fountain  pen  shaped 
device  for  use  with  Novo  Penfill  insulin  cartridges.  It  can  be  preset  to 
deliver  from  2  to  36  units  of  insulin  with  a  single  push  of  the  button. 
Both  pens  are  available  from  diabetic  climes  and  through  distributors, 
Farillon  Ltd.  Tel:  04023  71136 
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COUNTER?! 


Ernest  Jackson 
relaunch  medicated 
lozenges  range 


Elegant 
shape  for 
Arpege 

Lanvin  commissioned  designer 
Serge  Mansau  to  redesign  the 
flacon  for  L'Eau  Arpege  EDT 
Natural  spray,  which  is  now 
available  in  two  new  sizes. 

Lanvin  say  that  the 
transparent  gold  glass  flacon  "is 
neither  completely  round  at  its 
centre  nor  completely  oval. . .  with 
a  golden  base  topped  with  a  black 
bakelite  boule". 

Two  new  EDT  Natural  Spray 
sizes  are  available  to  replace  the 
60ml  and  the  120ml  sizes.  These 
are  the  50ml  (£21)  flacon  and  the 
100ml  (£29)  flacon.  Trade  prices 
are  £11.41  and  £15.76 
respectively.  Distributor:  Eylure 
Ltd.  Tel:  063  3838611. 


EAU 
ARPEGE 


Oriental 
Autumn  from 
Kanebo 

Kanebo  are  introducing  a  new 
range  of  Autumn  colours  to  add  to 
their  Bio-Colours  cosmetic 
collection. 

Several  new  colours  are  being 
added  to  the  Magic  Eyecolours 
range  including  BE-1  an  emerald 
green  shadow;  BE-18,  a  sapphire 
blue;  BE-6,  a  golden  brown 
shadow,  and  BE-17  a  rosy  pearl 
highlighter  "to  intensify  and  shape 
the  upper  eyelid"  (£4.75  each). 

Three  new  blushers  are  being 
introduced  to  the  Magic  Cheek 
Colour  range:  BC-1,  a  rosy  red-; 
BC-2  a  coral  red,  and  BC-1  Ta  lilac 
shade.  (£5.50  each).  Two  new 
foundation  tones  are  available  — 
Summer  Breeze  and  Warm  Beige 
-  both  at  £4.75. 

New  Bio  Lipsticks  include 
BL-16,  a  "brick  red  with  gold 
shimmer"  and  BL-17  "a  medium 
rose  with  mother-of-pearl 
sheen".  Kanebo  UK.  Tel:  0635 
46362. 


Ernest  Jackson  have  launched  a 
range  of  medicated  lozenges  and 
pastilles  offering  treatments  for 
coughs,  catarrh,  throat  infections, 
sore  mouths  and  indigestion. 

Ten  existing  products  have 
been  repackaged  and 
reformulated.  There  are  three 
Pharmacy  Only  lines:  night  cough; 
Gee's  linctus  and  pholcodine 
pastilles,  and  seven  General  Sales 


A  new  television  campaign  for 
Radian-B  has  just  hit  the  screens 
in  the  Granada,  Yorkshire  and 
Tyne  Tees  regions. 

Fisons  estimate  30  per  cent  of 
the  population  wiR  see  the 
commercial,  which  runs  on  ITV 
and  Channel  4  until  the  middle  of 


Barbara  Berman  are  to  distribute 
a  range  of  speciality  foods  for 
diabetics  manufactured  by  Ton 
Puts,  a  Dutch  company. 

Products  include  biscuits, 
almond  pastry  and  a  selection  of 
frozen  cakes   and  pastries 


Yardley  have  introduced  a  second 
Lace  fragrance  —  Pink  Lace  — 
onto  the  middle  market,  backed 
by  a  launch  trial  size. 

With  packaging  reflecting  the 
lace  theme,  the  range  comprises 
cologne  spray  (£4. 9525ml;  £7.15 


List  products:  catarrh;  bronchial 
catarrh;  antiseptic  throat;  mouth 
ulcer;  cough  (formerly  menthol 
and  eucalyptus)  and  children's 
cough  pastilles  and  indigestion 
lozenges. 

A  36  unit  countertop  display 
tray  is  available  and  prices  will 
remain  unchanged.  Ernest 
Jackson  &  Co  Ltd.  Tel:  0363 
22251. 


September.  Rub,  liniment  and  the 
ozone  friendly  spray  are  all 
featured  in  the  commercial. 
The  new  campaign  theme 
Radian-B  radiates  relief '  is  also 
being  supported  by  display 
material.  Fisons  Consumer 
Health.  Tel:  0509  611001. 


including  Black  Forest  gateau  and 
ice  cream,  which  are  currently 
sold  on  the  Continent.  They  will 
be  available  from  October  through 
chemists  and  other  specialist 
outiets,  say  Barbara  Berman  Ltd. 
Tel:  0472  78984. 


50ml),  talc  (£2.35  lOOg),  dusting 
powder  (£4.95)  and  cologne 
concentrate  (£4.95  50ml).  A 
pouched  cologne  spray  (£2.25 
15ml)  will  be  available  for  the 
launch  period.  Yardley  of  London. 
Tel:  01-629  9341. 


Sterling 

mount 


Sterling  Health  are  introducing 
four  new  counter  displays  and  one 
standing  display. 

The  four  new  counter  units  are 
for  Solpadeine  soluble  and 
capsules  and  Milk  of  Magnesia 
tablets;  there  are  shelf  edgers  for 
Milpar  and  California  Syrup  of  Figs 
and  a  Cymalon  cystitis  leaflet 
dispenser.  The  standing  display 
unit  is  for  Baby  Wet  Ones  and  Wet 
Ones. 

Sterling  Health  sales 
representatives  will  be  offering 
retention  gifts  on  the  Solpadeine 
and  Cymalon  units.  A  red  sports 
bag  is  on  offer  for  placing  the 
Solpadeine  unit  for  eight  weeks  or 
more,  and  note  pads  and  neck 
pens  are  on  offer  for  the  Cymalon 
cystitis  leaflet  dispenser. 

Sterling  have  also  produced 
the  second  in  a  series  of  Educare 
leaflets  about  compound 
analgesics.  Sterling  Health.  Tel: 
0483  65599. 


Tambrands 
TV  Response 

First  Response  ovulation 
prediction  test  is  being  advertised 
on  Anglia  television  until  August 
31. 

The  £500,000  campaign  is  to 
feature  a  couple  with  a  newborn 
baby  and  highlight  the  importance 
of  identifying  ovulation  for 
successful  conception.  It  also 
mentions  the  First  Response 
range  of  home  diagnostic  kits. 

A  previous  television 
campaign  run  in  December  1986 
increased  sales  in  the  test  area  by 
150  per  cent  say  Tambrands  Ltd. 
Tel:  0705  474141. 


Radian-B's  three  region  boost 


Yardley  in  the  Pink 


New  diabetic  foods  range 
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CHEMEX  CORNER 


Winner  of  the  first  regional  final  in  the  Numark/Rennie  golf 
tournament  is  Derrick  Melia  from  Morpeth  (centre),  whose  company 
S.  Kirkup  has  six  Numark  branches.  He  is  congratulated  by  the  then- 
Numark  chairman ,  and  managing  director  of  Numark  wholesaler, 
Hall  Forster&  Co  Ltd,  John  Forster.  Ken  White,  who  recently  retired 
from  Nicholas  after  almost  30  years  and  who  co-ordinates  the 
tournament,  is  pictured  left. 


Record 
system 
unveiled 

Chemex  will  be  the  first  chance  to 
see  the  Park  PC-computerised 
prescription  labeller,  a  medication 
record  system  based  on  an  IBN 
PC  compatible  computer  with  an 
integral  20Mb  hard  disk  and  full 
back-up  facility. 

The  system  stores  patient 
medication  records  on  the  instant 
access  hard  disk  without 
interrupting  the  labelling  process. 
There  is  a  drug  interaction  alert,  a 
generic  cross  reference  showing 
brands  available  for  a  generic 
name,  and  a  "screen  comment" 
line  on  each  drug  reminds  the 
pharmacist  if  a  drug  is  black  listed 
or  needs  a  treatment  card.  The 
drug  file  capacity  is  5,000  drugs 
and  3 , 500  are  already  on  file .  The 
system  handles  records  of  up  to 
12,000  patients.  Stand  163.  Park 
Systems  Ltd.  Tel:  051-7088800. 

Sunday 

special 

Britannia  Health  are  holding  a  free 
draw  for  retailers  on  the  Sunday  of 
Chemex.  The  prize  will  be  £100  of 
the  company's  products  but  every 
two  hours  a  Braun  combi 
hairstyler  worth  £18  will  be  given 
away.  Discounts  will  be  available 
to  all  customers  visiting  stand  151. 
Britannia  Health  Products  Ltd. 
Tel:  0737-773741. 


Mars  draws 

Mars  will  be  holding  two  free 
draws  on  their  stand  to  win  a 
display  unit  plus  start-up  stock. 
Mars  are  showing  at  Chemex  to 


278 


help  pharmacists  generate  extra 
business  by  correct  retailing  of 
confectionery.  The  company  says 
that,  in  a  typical  pharmacy,  90  per 
cent  of  these  sales  are  likely  to  be 
on  impulse.  Stand  127.  Mars 
Confectionery.  Tel:  0753  23932. 

Weekend 
away 

Pharmacists  placing  orders  at 
Kirby-Warrick's  stand  will  be 
entitled  to  vouchers  giving  up  to 
50  per  cent  discount  on  Hilton  or 
Ladbroke  Hotels  weekend 
breaks.  Newcomers  to  Chemex, 
Kirby-Warrick  Healthcare 
recently  took  over  the  proprietary 
medicines  previously  handled  by 
Scholl.  Stand 216.  Kirbv-Warnck 
Healthcare.  Tel:  0638-716321. 

Illuminated 
displays 

A  range  of  illuminated  display 
equipment,  designed  to  attract 
customers  into  the  high  profit 
areas  of  shops,  will  be 
demonstrated  by  Barshop 
Displays  Ltd.  The  Astore  High 
Profile  system  features 
undershelf  lighting  for  every  shelf, 
and  two-tier  canopies  in  coloured 
mirror,  with  etched  graphics  to 
highlight  generic  product  groups. 
Stand  144-145.  Barshop  Displays 
Ltd.  Tel:  0733-310555. 


Neon  lights 

Jerome  Russell  will  be  introducing 
the  latest  addition  to  their  range  of 
hairsprays  —  a  neon  hairspray 
available  in  lilac,  pink,  blue,  silver 
and  gold.  Stand  90.  Jerome  Russell 
Cosmetics  Ltd.  Tel:01-478  7771. 


World  Class 

Zestrilr 

lisinopril  ICI 

Prescribing 
Notes. 

Use:  Hypertension  when  standard  therapy 
is  ineffective  or  inappropriate  Congestive 
heart  failure  (adjunctive  therapy). 
Presentation:  Tablets  containing  2.5mg, 
5mg,  lOmg  or  20mg  lisinopril  ('Zestril'). 
Dosage  and  administration:  Hypertension 
-initially  2.5mg  daily.  Maintenance  usually 
10-20mg  once  daily.  Maximum  is  40mg  daily. 
Diuretic-treated  patients-stop  diuretic  2-3 
days  before  starting  'Zestril'.  Resume 
diuretic  later  if  desired.  Congestive  heart 
failure  (adjunctive  therapy)-initially  2.5mg 
daily  in  hospital  under  close  medical 
supervision,  increasing  to  5-20mg  once 
daily  according  to  response 
Impaired  renal  function-may  require  a 
lower  maintenance  dose  'Zestril'  is  dialysable 
Elderly  patients-no  change  from  standard 
recommendations. 

Contraindications:  Pregnancy -stop 
therapy  if  suspected.  Hypersensitivity  to 
'Zestril'.  Precautions:  Assessment  of 
renal  function  is  recommended. 
Renal  insufficiency;  renovascular  hyper- 
tension; surgery/anaesthesia. 
Combination  with  antihypertensives  may 
increase  hypotensive  effect.  Sometimes 
increased  blood  urea  and  creatinine  and/or 
cases  of  renal  insufficiency  if  given  with 
diuretics.  Minimises  thiazide-induced 
hypokalaemia  and  hyperuricaemia. 
Potassium  supplements  or  potassium-sparing 
diuretics  not  recommended.  Indomethacin 
may  reduce  hypotensive  effect.  Possible 
reduced  response  in  black  patients.  Use  with 
caution  in  breastfeeding  mothers.  Do  not 
use  in  aortic  stenosis  or  outflow  tract 
obstruction  or  cor  pulmonale  Side  effects: 
Dizziness,  headache,  diarrhoea,  fatigue, 
cough.  Less  frequently,  nausea,  rash, 
palpitation,  chest  pain  and  asthenia. 
Rarely  angioneurotic  oedema  and  other 
hypersensitivity  reactions;  renal  failure; 
symptomatic  hypotension  (especially  if 
volume-depleted);  severe  hypotension 
(more  likely  if  severe  heart  failure).  Product 
licence  numbers  and  basic  NHS  costs: 
'Zestril'  2.5mg  (29/0208)  28  tablets,  £7.84 . 
5mg  (29/0204)  28  tablets,  £9.83  lOmg 
(29/0205)  28  tablets,  £12. 13.  20mg  (29/0206) 
28  tablets,  £20.96.  'Zestril'  is  a  trademark. 
Hospital  prices  available  on  request. 


Further  information  is  available  from:- 

ICI  Pharmaceuticals  (UK) 
Southbank,  Alderley  Park,  Macclesfield, 
Cheshire  SK10  4TF. 


Zestnl'  is  a  new,  effective  ACE  inhibitor  from  ICI. 
t  is  given  once  daily,  which  encourages  good  patient 
ompliance.  The  starting  dose  in  hypertension  is  2.5mg 
>nce  daily,  and  the  usual  maintenance  dose  is  10-20mg 
mce  daily. 

'Zestril'  has  been  shown  to  be  a  well  tolerated 
ntihypertensive  therapy,  allowing  patients  to  enjoy 
heir  zest  for  life. 

'Zestril'  is  also  an  effective  once  daily  treatment 
or  congestive  heart  failure. 

'Zestril'  is  available  as  2.5,  5,  10  and  20mg  tablets, 
•resented  in  tubs  of  60  tablets  and  in  calendar  packs 
ontaining  2  strips  of  14  tablets. 


Hotline 


0800   200  111 

FOR    CUSTOMER  SERVICES 


0800   200  123 

FOR    MEDICAL  INFORMATION 


lisinopril  ICI 

Prescribing  notes  may  be  found  overleaf. 

)nce  daily  antihypertensive  therapy  which  retains  that  zest  for  life 


To. 


the  uery  latest  addition  to^0^0^ 

UsterMiik  range. 
Soya  formulas  are  the  fastest  growing  area 
in  the  baby  milk  market.  Increasing  by  an 
incredible  28%  year  on  year.  Doctor's  prescriptions 
account  for  75%  of  these  sales.  Which  is  why  we 
are  also  blowing  our  own  trumpet  in  promotions  to 
doctors  and  other  health  professionals. 

OsterSoy  does  not  contain  any  animal  fats, 
unlike  some  other  soya  formulas.  Making  it 
suitable  not  only  for  cows'  milk  intolerant  babies 
but  also  vegetarians  and  members  of  certain 
religious  communities. 

So  stock  up  now.  A  lot  of  mums  will  be  asking 
for  OsterSoy.  Music  to  your  ears. 


protein 
formula 

for  infants  children  and  adults 

Complete  milk-free  nutrition 

450  ge 


For  samples  and full  product  information 
please  write  to:  Farley  Health  Products  Limited, 
1  Thane  Road  West.  Nottingham  NC2  3AA. 


An  associate  company  of 


i 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE.  BREAST-FEEDING  IS  BEST  FOR  BABIES.  OSTERSOY  SHOULD  BE  USED  ON  MEDICAL  ADVICE  FOR  INFANTS  AND  CHILDREN  REQUIRING  A  DIET  FREE  FROM  COWS'  MILK  PRO" 


ADVERTISEMENT 


DON'T  MISS  OUT 
ON  THE  MAGIC! 


SAFE,  NATURAL  INGREDIENTS  TACKLE 
A  WIDE  RANGE  OF  STAINS 

£1,000,000  TV  CAMPAIGN  WILL  ENSURE 

STRONG  SALES  OF  VANISH 
IN  AUGUST,  SEPTEMBER  AND  OCTOBER 

SPECIAL  DISPLAY  UNITS  FOR  CHEMISTS 


DISPLAYS 


Special 
Programme 
for  Chemists 

This  great  British  weather  is 
forcing  more  and  more  people 
to  vanish  to  the  sun  -  and 
high  on  their  lists  after  the  sun 
tan  lotion  will  be  Vanish  to 
cope  with  all  those  accidents 
and  mishaps  that  summer 
holidays  often  bring. 
A  promotional  support  pro- 
gramme has  been  developed 
which  will  create  a  mad  rush 
for  Vanish  -  so  make  sure  you 
don't  miss  out  on  the  magic. 
Just  contact  your  local  chem- 
ist wholesaler  for  details  on 
the  new  special  programme 
for  chemists. 


A  Natural 
Success 

Big  on  stains,  Vanish  is  fast 
becoming  the  customer's  fav- 
ourite. It's  so  safe  and  easy  to 
use;  made  entirely  from 
natural  ingredients.  Vanish 
contains  no  harsh  chemicals, 
bleaches,  solvents  or  enzy- 
mes. Its  gentle  formula  makes 
it  ideal  for  use  on  the  most 
delicate  of  fabrics,  yet  it's 
effective  (even  when  using 
salty  sea  water)  on  difficult 
stains;  like  suntan  oil,  grass, 
ice-cream,  sangria  ...  what- 
ever the  stain  -  Vanish  will 
shift  it. 

Vanish 
Really  Works 
...For  You 

By  stocking  up  on  Vanish  you 
can  offer  your  customers  a 
stain  remover  with  a  unique 
benefit  -  it  really  works.  And 
there's  an  incredible  88% 
loyalty  to  prove  it  -  which 
means  valuable  repeat  busi- 
ness in  addition  to  the  original 
sale. 

EiE^EdClSER 

Benckiser  Limited,  Electra  House, 
Farnsby  Street,  Swindon,  Wilts.  SN1  5AH. 
Tel:  0793  612422.  Fax:  0793  511572. 


CONTACT  YOUR  CHEMIST  WHOLESALER  TODAY 


Q 


UESTIONS 


1  What  are  very  low  calorie  diets? 

2  Is  such  a  diet  suitable  for  this 
woman? 

3  Can  you  suggest  improvements 
in  her  treatment? 

4  What  other  useful  comments 
could  you  make  to  the  GP? 


A 


NSWERS 


1  Very  low  calorie  diets  (VLCDs) 
restrict  calorie  intake  to  only 
400-600  calories  daily.  The 
Cambridge  Diet  supplements  this 
with  protein  so  that  weight  is  lost 
by  shedding  fat  without  the  loss  of 
muscle  protein  that  usually 
accompanies  near-starvation. 
Weight  loss  of  about  41b  per  week 
has  been  demonstrated  and  50  per 
cent  of  this  may  be  body  fat.  The 
remainder  is  largely  body  water 
and  excess  lean  body  mass. 

The  Cambridge  Diet  consists 
of  drinks,  bars  and  soups  which, 
when  taken  correctly,  meet  all  the 
DHSS  requirements  for  the 
nutritional  content  of  VLCDs.  The 
diet  continues  for  three  to  four 
weeks  and  should  be  started  only 
after  consulting  a  doctor  to 
exclude  medical  complications. 
Current  opinion  holds  that 
properly  formulated  VLCDs 
present  little  risk  to  health  but 
some  diets  are  lacking  in  essential 
elements  and  vitamins.  Any 
weight  loss  achieved  can  only  be 
sustained  by  a  permanent  change 
in  eating  habits. 

2  Although  she  is  almost  30  per 
cent  over  her  "ideal"  body 
weight,  a  VLCD  is  not  advisable 
for  this  woman.  The  sudden  and 
marked  changes  in  body  mass, 
electrolyte  concentrations  and 
body  water  could  cause  an 
increase  in  lithium  concentrations 
to  within  the  toxic  range.  This 
would  occur  in  an  unpredictable 
fashion,  causing  vomiting  and 
diarrhoea,  tremor,  muscle 
weakness,  and  drowsiness. 

3  In  this  case,  there  is  evidence 
that  treatment  with  lithium  may 


A  35  year-old  woman  has  been  treated  with  lithium  fer  almost  a  year.  Her  GP  has 
told  her  to  lose  weight — she  weighs  11  stone  and  is  about  5  feet  tall  She  would 
like  to  try  the  Cambridge  Diet  to  make  her  lose  weight  in  time  fer  tier  holidays  in 
three  weeks.  She  also  wants  a  mixture  for  her  stomach,  which  she  complains 
"feels  full  and  uncomfortable". 


not  have  been  monitored 
adequately  and  discussion  with  the 
GP  is  appropriate.  The  drug  need 
not  be  taken  three  times  daily  —  it 
can  be  given  once  or  twice  daily, 
depending  on  the  patient's 
requirements.  The  fact  that  this 
prescription  is  for  six  month's 
treatment  suggests  that  the  blood 
levels  of  lithium  might  not  be 
measured  every  month,  as 
recommended.  The  blood  level 
should  be  maintained  within  the 
range  0.6-1.2  mmol/L.  The  dose 
is  at  the  top  of  the  recommended 
range  when  a  lower  dose  may  be 
effective.  Her  stomach  complaint 
may  be  a  sign  of  mild  lithium 
toxicity.  These  symptoms  should 
not  be  treated  with  antacids 
because  many  contain  high 
concentrations  of  sodium,  which 


will  enhance  lithium  elimination 
unpredictably. 

4  Lithium  can  cause  weight  gain 
which  may  be  partly  due  to 
oedema.  This  often  responds  to  a 
reduction  in  dose,  which  might  in 
this  case  be  achieved  through 
closer  control  of  blood  levels. 
Diuretics  should  not  be  used 


because  they  increase  blood  levels 
of  lithium.  If  further  weight  loss  is 
desirable,  a  gradual  reduction 
should  be  achieved  through 
controlling  food  intake  and 
adjusting  the  dose  of  lithium  if 
necessary.  Anorectic  drugs  are 
not  indicated  because  of  their 
potential  for  interaction. 
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topics  wire  a 


Heart  of  the 
matter 

In  patients  with  hypertension  and  congestive 
heart  failure,  the  normal  regulatory  function  of 
the  renin-angiotensin  system  is  disturbed. 
The  system  is  activated  inappropriately  and 
contributes  to  the  aetiology  of  the  disease.  As 
part  of  this  system,  angiotensin  converting 
enzyme  (ACE)  activates  angiotensin  II,  a 
vasoconstrictor  and  a  stimulator  of 
aldosterone  secretion.  ACE  inhibitors  such  as 
captopril  and  enalapril  therefore  correct  a 
fundamental  cause  of  high  blood  pressure  and 
sodium  and  water  retention.  In  recent  years, 
both  drugs  have  become  established  in  the 
treatment  of  hypertension  when  standard 
therapy  has  proved  unsuccessful,  or  as  an 
adjunct  to  digoxin  or  diuretics  for  heart  failure . 

Captopril  was  the  first  ACE  inhibitor  to  be 
marketed  but  it  acquired  a  reputation  for 
toxicity  due  to  the  high  doses  then 
recommended.  Some  of  these  adverse  effects 
were  attributed  to  the  presence  of  a 
sulphydryl  side  chain  on  the  molecule.  But, 
[now  that  lower  doses  are  being  used,  the 
j  importance  of  this  for  the  drug's  toxicity 
profile  is  questioned.  Enalapril  was  marketed 
with  the  claim  that,  because  it  lacked  the 


sulphydryl  group,  it  caused  fewer  adverse 
effects  than  enalapril.  However,  clinical 
experience  has  shown  little  difference 
between  the  drugs  at  therapeutic  doses. 

Enalapril,  unlike  captopril,  is  a  pro-drug.  It 
requires  conversion  to  enalaprilat  for  activity 
but  this  makes  little  difference  during  routine 
use .  Its  slower  onset  of  action  compared  with 
captopril  does  not  appear  to  reduce  the 
incidence  of  first-dose  hypotension.  One 
advantage  of  enalapril  over  captopril, 
however,  is  that  it  can -be  given  once  daily. 

Now,  lisinopril  (Carace,  Zestril)  has  been 


marketed,  with  some  emphasis  on  the  fact 
that  it  needs  no  metabolic  conversion  to 
become  active.  In  fact,  this  drug  is  not 
metabolised  at  all  and  is  excreted  unchanged 
in  the  urine.  Lisinopril  is  the  lysine  analogue  of 
enalapril.  Like  its  parent  drug,  it  can  be  given 
once  daily  and  its  licensed  indications  are  the 
same  as  for  other  ACE  inhibitors.  In 
comparative  clinical  trials  in  the  treatment  of 
hypertension,  lisinopril  was  at  least  as 
effective  as  thiazides,  beta-blockers  and 
calcium  antagonists.  In  combination  with 
digoxin  in  patients  with  heart  failure,  lisinopril 
was  marginally  more  effective  than  captopril. 
Notably,  lisinopril  has  not  been  compared  with 
enalapril  in  published  studies. 

The  adverse  effects  of  lisinopril  are  similar 
to  those  of  captopril  and  enalapril.  Because 
first-dose  hypotension  can  be  profound, 
treatment  must  be  initiated  at  a  low  dose.  In 
patients  with  heart  failure,  this  must  be  under 
supervision  in  hospital.  Other  common  effects 
include  dizziness,  cough,  diarrhoea  and 
headache  but  their  frequency  compared  with 
other  ACE  inhibitors  is  unclear.  Limited 
evidence  suggests  that  dizziness  and 
diarrhoea  may  be  more  common  —  perhaps 
because  of  lisinopril 's  longer  duration  of  action 
—  and  rash  less  common  than  with  captopril. 

If  lisinopril  offers  any  clear  advantage  over 
captopril  or  enalapril  which  justifies  its  50  per 
cent  higher  cost,  these  have  yet  to  be 
demonstrated. 


Xamoterol's 
new  approach 

There  are  three  mainstays  in  the  treatment  of 
chronic  heart  failure:  digoxin,  diuretics  and 
ACE  inhibitors.  Xamoterol  (Corwin),  a  partial 
betaj  agonist,  offers  a  different  approach  to 
improving  the  performance  of  the  failing  heart. 
By  reducing  the  pressure  within  the  heart's 
left  ventricle  and  improving  its  ability  to 
contract,  xamoterol  improves  cardiac  output. 
Additionally,  the  excessive  sympathetic 
stimulation  of  the  heart  during  exercise  — 
which  may  lead  to  tachycardia  and  arrhythmias 
—  is  attenuated.  The  drug  therefore  plays 
both  a  stimulatory  and  a  protective  role, 
depending  on  the  demands  made  on  the  heart. 
Xamoterol  is  licensed  for  use  in  patients  who 
experience  breathlessness  and  fatigue  after 
exercise.  Those  with  more  severe  heart 
failure,  who  suffer  these  symptoms  at  rest, 
are  made  worse  by  xamoterol  and  need 
treatment  with  the  established  drugs. 

Clinical  trials  showed  that  xamoterol 
improved  work  capacity,  breathlessness  and 
fatigue  in  patients  also  taking  diuretics  for 
moderate  heart  failure.  In  a  large  comparative 
trial,  the  capacity  for  exercise  improved 
significantly  more  in  patients  treated  with 
xamoterol  than  those  given  a  fixed  dose  of 


digoxin.  Other  parameters,  however,  did  not 
favour  xamoterol.  There  was  no  difference 
between  the  drugs  in  radiographic  signs  or 
oedema  and  weight  loss  was  greater  among 
patients  treated  with  digoxin.  In  this  trial, 
adverse  reactions  to  xamoterol  were 
uncommon  and  usually  mild;  the  most 
frequent  effects  included  dizziness  and  muscle 
cramps  but  nausea  was  less  common  than  with 
digoxin. 

This  study  has  been  criticised  because  the 
dose  of  digoxin  was  probably  too  low  —  the 


mean  blood  level  was  only  0.9  microgram/L 
compared  with  a  therapeutic  range  of  0.8- 1.5 
microgram/L  —  and  because  the  criteria  for 
diagnosing  heart  failure  in  the  patients  were 
too  vague.  The  benefits  of  xamoterol 
compared  with  digoxin  therefore  remain 
unclear  but  the  limited  evidence  available 
suggests  that  the  new  drug  will  be  a  useful 
addition  to  existing  alternatives  for  treating 
mild  to  moderate  heart  failure.  To  date,  there 
have  been  no  published  trials  which  compare 
xamoterol  with  the  ACE  inhibitors. 


Adverse  reactions 
still  run  high 


In  a  recent  survey  of  over  400  patients 
admitted  to  the  cardiology  department  of  a 
Danish  hospital,  adverse  drug  reactions  were 
found  to  be  the  primary  cause  of  admission  in 
11  per  cent  of  cases.  Of  these,  one  third 
suffered  hypokalaemia  induced  by  thiazide 
diuretics,  causing  fatigue  and  arrythmias. 
Beta-  blockers  accounted  for  one  in  seven 
admissions,  with  symptoms  including 
impotence,  bradycardia  and  hypotension. 
Calcium  antagonists  caused  vertigo,  headache 
and  peripheral  oedema  in  six  cases,  and  ACE 
inhibitors,  theophylline  and  antiarrhythmic 
agents  accounted  for  most  of  the  remaining 


cases.  The  likelihood  of  suffering  an  adverse 
reaction  increased  with  the  number  of  drugs 
being  taken. 

This  survey  underlines  the  need  for 
vigilance  for  adverse  effects.  The  authors 
noted  that  most  of  the  symptoms  causing 
admission  were  well  established  adverse 
effects  of  the  drugs  which  should  have  been 
foreseen.  Had  some  patients  been  better 
informed  about  their  treatment,  they  added, 
there  would  also  have  been  no  admissions 
through  poor  compliance.  It  is  alarming  that 
this*  scale  of  serious  drug  toxicity  is  similar  to 
that  reported. 
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TOPICS  IN  TREATMENT 


Dose  intervals  and 
compliance 


Although  it  seems  common  sense  that 
compliance  deteriorates  as  the  number  of  daily 
doses  increases,  there  is  little  scientific 
evidence  that  this  is  so.  In  fact,  it  is  arguable 
that  any  dose  regime  which  can  be  matched  to 
the  daily  routine  promotes  good  compliance. 
On  that  basis,  there  would  be  little  difference 
between  once,  twice  and  three  times  daily 
regimes,  all  of  which  could  be  taken  at  meal 
times.  This  hypothesis  has  been  tested  in 
three  matched  groups  of  60  diabetic  patients 
given  tablets  containing  a  low  dose  (2mg)  of 
phenobarbitone.  Compliance  was  determined 
after  four  weeks  by  interview,  by  counting  the 
tablets  the  patients  returned,  and  by 
measuring  the  level  of  phenobarbitone  in  their 
blood. 

When  assessed  by  blood  levels,  20 
patients  on  the  once  daily  dose,  24  on  twice 
daily  and  33  on  three  times  daily  doses  failed 
to  adhere  to  the  prescribed  regimen.  But 
when  returns  were  counted,  those  who  took 
only  one  tablet  daily  appeared  to  have  virtually 
100  per  cent  compliance  compared  with  about 
95  per  cent  in  the  other  groups,  a  significant 


difference,  showing  that  tablet  counting  can  be 
unreliable.  However,  the  difference  between 
the  once  and  twice  daily  groups  was  judged  to 
be  unimportant  in  clinical  terms  because  the 
patients'  blood  levels  of  phenobarbitone  were 
approximately  the  same.  The  poorer 
compliance  in  the  three  times  daily  group  was 
not  matched  by  a  correspondingly  lower 
control  of  their  diabetes,  so  these  patients 
were  not  inherently  poor  compilers. 

These  data  suggest  that  there  is  no 
important  difference  in  compliance  with  once 
or  twice  daily  regimes.  A  third  dose  is 
accepted  less  well,  perhaps  because  it  is  less 
convenient  to  take  the  dose  during  the  day, 
while  at  work  or  out  of  the  house.  However, 
compliance  must  be  viewed  in  the  context  of 
the  motivation  to  take  the  tablets  and  the 
duration  of  treatment.  In  this  trial,  the  patients 
were  told  that  the  drug  had  no  therapeutic  or 
adverse  effects  but  that  it  might  help  optimise 
treatment  in  the  future,  they  had  little 
incentive  to  adhere  to  the  regime.  Also, 
compliance  with  a  short  treatment  may  be 
better  than  with  another  lasting  several  years. 


Counterprescribing  astemizole 


The  advent  of  the  non-sedating  antihistamines 
astemizole  and  terfenadine  represented  a 
revolution  for  hay  fever  sufferers  accustomed 
to  chlorpheniramine.  Although  both  drugs 
were  originally  prescription  only,  terfenadine 
soon  became  available  over  the  counter. 
Astemizole  was  only  recently  launched  OTC 
after,  the  manufacturer  stated,  experience 
gained  from  the  equivalent  of  one  million 
patient-years  of  use. 

The  Committee  on  Safety  of  Medicines 
recently  warned  of  astemizole 's  toxicity  in 
overdose.  Three  people  who  had  taken 
overdoses  of  astemizole  developed  persistent 
ventricular  tachycardia.  Two  patients 
developed  torsades  de  point 'es,  a  life  - 
threatening  and  unusual  arrhythmia  that  is 
resistant  to  treatment.  The  manufacturer's 
data  on  13  other  cases  shows  that,  in  some 
cases  of  overdose ,  symptoms  may  be  mild  or 
even  absent.  The  reasons  for  this  variation  in 
response  are  unknown  but  may  be  the  result 
of  the  difficulties  in  determining  accurately  the 
quantities  taken  in  overdose.  The  limited 
information  available  on  blood  levels  of 
astemizole  in  cases  of  attempted  suicide  show 
that  a  peak  level  of  20  microgram/L  — 
approximately  4-10  times  the  therapeutic  level 
—  is  the  most  that  has  been  recorded  in  the 
absence  of  cardiac  complications. 

These  data  are  important  for  pharmacists 
who  may  counterprescribe  astemizole  for  two 
reasons.  First,  astemizole  has  a  very  long  half- 
life  and  any  effects  after  overdose  may 
therefore  be  persistent  and  require  prolonged 
intensive  treatment.  Second,  the  doses  taken 
in  the  cases  in  which  serious  cardiovascular 
complications  developed  were  200mg- 
400mg,  or  only  20-40  tablets. 

The  OTC  pack  of  atemizole  contains  10 
tablets  —  not  enough  to  cause  serious  toxicity 
in  an  adult  but  possibly  enough  to  do  so  in  a 


child.  Three  cases  of  overdose  in  children 
have  been  reported  with  no  ill  effects  despite 
reportedly  taking  doses  of  60mg-200mg. 
There  was,  however,  no  confirmation  of  the 
dose  by  measuring  blood  levels  and  these 
cases  should  be  interpreted  cautiously. 

The  public  might  consider  that 
antihistamines  are,  by  virtue  of  their 
availability,  innocuous.  Pharmacists  who 
counterprescribe  astemizole  should  ensure 
that  their  clients  understand  the  importance  of 
keeping  this  drug  out  of  the  reach  of  children . 


Topics  in  Treatment  is  a  regular  series  written 
by  Stephen  Chaplin,  MPS,  staff  pharmacist, 
Regional  Drug  Information  Unit,  Wolfson 
Unit  of  Clinical  Pharmacology,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,  looking  at  current  developments  in 
medicine. 


Bisoprolol  and 
asthma 

The  cardioselectivity  of  beta-blockers  is  a 
relative  rather  than  an  absolute  concept.  The 
drugs  available  —  atenolol,  betaxolol, 
metoprolol  and  now  bisoprolol  (Monocor, 
Emcor)  —  all  cause  bronchoconstriction  in 
patients  with  chronic  airways  disease  or 
asthma  if  the  dose  is  high  enough.  But  if  the 
concentration  at  which  betaj  receptors  are 
blocked  is  substantially  less  than  that  which 
blocks  the  beta  ,  receptors  of  the  airways,  the 
drug  has  useful  cardioselectivity  at  therapeutic 
doses. 

Bisoprolol  is  claimed  to  be  the  most 
cardioselective  beta-blocker  yet  discovered. 
This  is  supported  by  the  results  of  in  vitro  and 
animal  studies  but  any  therapeutic  advantage 
in  man  has  been  harder  to  demonstrate.  In 
clinical  trials,  it  has  proved  as  effective  as 
atenolol  and  metoprolol  in  the  treatment  of 
angina  and  mild  to  moderate  hypertension. 
But  the  comparative  studies  in  patients  with 
asthma  or  chronic  obstructive  lung  disease 
have  largely  been  conducted  on  few  patients 
and  used  only  single  doses.  No  significant 
differences  could  be  demonstrated  in  the  usual 
clinical  tests  of  lung  function,  such  as  peak 
expiratory  flow  volume  or  forced  expiratory 
volume  at  one  second,  both  of  which  were 
sometimes  reduced  after  each  beta-blocker. 
But,  by  measuring  airways  resistance  —  a 
specialist  test  which  determines  the  pressure 
required  to  produce  a  given  air  flow  rate  — 
only  bisoprolol  was  found  to  have  no  effect  at 
doses  below  the  maximum  recommended 
20mg.  By  contrast,  atenolol  increased  airways 
resistance  at  the  usual  daily  dose  of  lOOmg. 

The  significance  of  this  conflict  between 
the  results  of  the  normal  clinical  evaluation  of 
lung  function  and  the  more  specialist 
measurement  is  unclear.  Certainly,  any 
differences  between  bisoprolol  and  other 
cardioselective  beta-blockers  have  marginal 
importance  for  everyday  use.  Furthermore, 
the  blood  levels  of  bisoprolol,  which  has  a  half- 
life  of  11  hours  compared  with  atenolol's  six 
hours  and  metoprolol' s  three  hours,  would  be 
higher  during  chronic  use  than  after  a  single 
dose.  The  risks  of  bronchospasm  would 
therefore  be  higher  than  after  the  doses  used 
experimentally.  The  Data  Sheet  for  bisoprolol 
rightly  advises  caution  in  using  this  drug  in 
patients  with  asthma. 
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"So  if  I  wait  until  the 
Autumn  to  join 
UniChem,  I  could  lose' 
200  shares?" 


"Yes  -  and  that's  200  times  the  eventual  share 
price  in  1990  which,  on  the  current  predicted 
value  prepared  by  a  leading  stockbroker*, 
works  out  at  over  £2,200,  assuming  the 
Members  vote  for  the  conversion  and 
flotation  takes  place. 


"But  I  own  three 
pharmacies  -  how 
many  shares  will  I 
start  off  with?" 


"If  you  join  now,  you  will  get  1000  shares  if  it 
is  run  as  one  business  (or  1200  if  each 
pharmacy  already  operates  as  a  separate 
company)  at  £1  each.  So  eventually,  with 
every  share  potentially  worth  £12  or  more  in 
1990,  your  initial  holding  alone  could  be 
valued  at  more  than  £14,400!" 


". . .  and  I  can  still  get 
more?" 


"Of  course,  that's  the  real  opportunity  At 
present,  the  Directors  intend  to  allocate  FOUR 
MILLION  extra  shares  between  now  and  1990, 
pro-rata  to  Members  spending  on  average 
£7,000  or  more  each  month.  The  more  you  are 
able  to  spend  with  UniChem,  the  more  shares 
you  are  likely  to  get!" 


"But  won't  four 
million  extra  shares 
reduce  the  value  of 
each  share?" 


"The  1990  predicted  valuation  has  already 
taken  all  these  extra  shares  into  account. 
Membership  of  UniChem  really  does  have  its 
advantages,  doesn't  it?" 


Join  UniChem  Today 


This  advertisement  has  been  issued  by  UniChem  Limited  ("the  Society")  in  order  to  promote 
its  scheme  for  the  increase  by  Members  of  their  shareholding  in  the  Society.  It  has  been  approved 
by  Phillips  &  Drew  Securities  Limited  which  provides  corporate  finance  services  to  the  Society.  If 
you  are  in  any  doubt  about  the  implications  of  the  Share  Scheme  you  are  recommended  to  obtain 
the  advice  of  your  investment  advisers. 
Under  the  Society's  rules  the  shares  may  not  currently  be  transferred  or  sold  to  any  third  party. 
The  shares  will  only  become  transferable  if  the  Society  is  converted  into  a  Public  Limited  Company 
following  an  appropriate  resolution  of  the  Members  in  General  Meeting. 


*Full  details  of  the  scheme  and  the  basis  of  valuation  are  set  out  in  UniChem 's 
updated  document  "Heralding  The  Next  Era  ". 


The  Director's  proposal  to  reduce  the  initial  allocation  of  shares  is  subject  to 
the  approval  of  Members  at  a  future  general  meeting. 


OUT  AND  ABOUT 


Angus  Williams  is  a  pharmacist  who  has 
gone  from  being  a  dispenser  of  drugs  to 
a  weaver  of  druggets.  And  if  you  don't 
know  what  druggets  are  —  and  they're 
not  pharmaceutical  —  read  on . . . 


A  rug  above  the  rest 


Angus  Williams  only  graduated 
from  art  college  last  year  but 
his  handwoven  rugs  have 
already  been  noted  as  "highly 
original"  by  a  number  of 
specialist  magazines.  Earlier 
this  year,  his  work  was 
selected  from  among  that  of  50 
other  exhibitors  at  the  Tex- 
Style  Exhibition,  held  at 
Covent  Garden's  Smith's 
Gallery,  for  special  acclaim. 

"Angus  Williams  has 
originated  an  effective 
handwoven  linen  floorcovering 
ideal  for  hall  and  stairs.  It  can 
also  be  sewn  together  for  use 
as  a  carpet, ' '  said  Internation- 
al Textiles  Interior  magazine. 


Angus  atone  of  his  three  looms,  and  he 's  wearinga  shirt  he 
handprinted  himself 


from  his  four  cats.  '  The  fur  of 
a  black  cat  glistening  in  the 
sunlight  gives  off  shades  of 
blues,  reds  or  blacks.  I  try  to 
recreate  these  colours  in  my 
designs,"  he  says. 

And  how  did  a  pharmacist 
from  Swansea  become  a 
weaver  in  Surbiton?  A 
graduate  of  the  School  of 
Pharmacy  at  Cardiff,  Angus 
did  his  preregistration  training 
at  Singleton  Hospital  in 
Swansea.  He  then  worked  as  a 
pharmacist  in  a  local  Boots 
branch  before  deciding  that  he 
"wanted  to  see  the  big  wide 
world"  and  landing  not  far 
down  the  road  at  Bristol,  at 


"For  the  domestic  environment,  I  would  have  taken  the 
blue/green  and  beetle-like  black  linen  druggets  of  Angus 
Williams, ' '  commented  Crafts  magazine. 

Options  described  his  work  as  '  'exquisite"  and  in  the  Daily 
Telegraph  it  was  seen  as  "equally  outstanding' ' ,  when  compared 
with  work  by  top  French  and  Japanese  designers. 

Angus'  druggets  —  woven  floorcoverings  —  are  unusual  in 
that  they  are  made  entirely  of  linen.  The  fibre  usually  used  in  rugs 
is  wool,  which  gives  them  a  raised  pile  —  but  his  linen  fabrics  lie 
perfectly  flat.  "I  first  started  off  wanting  to  do,  thick  snuggly 
woolen  carpets,  like  fireside  rugs  —  and  then  I  came  across  linen. 
By  beating  a  piece  of  linen  until  it '  s  absolutely  flat  it  can  be  used 
as  a  covering  on  marble  and  wooden  floors, ' '  he  says. 

They  are  also  reversible:  "One  side  is  either  partially  or 
totally  shiny.  This  is  achieved  by  a  process  that  involves 
flattening  the  wetted  fibres  with  a  wooden  roller,  then  hand 
burnishing  with  a  pebble  and  finally  steam  ironing, ' '  Angus  says. 

The  flattening  process  is  called  beetling,  and  it  produces  a 
shiny  effect  similar  to  the  annoying  shine  sometimes  produced 
when  ironing  clothes! 

A  piece  can  take  as  long  as  eight  weeks  to  make  and  Angus 
carries  out  the  manufacture  from  start  to  finish.  He  dyes  the  linen 
fibres,  imported  from  Ireland  or  Sweden,  to  the  customer's 
exact  requirements .  They  are  woven  into  strips  up  to  43in  wide 
on  large  wooden  looms,  three  of  which  occupy  most  of  the  space 
in  his  home  in  Surbiton,  Surrey. 

After  weaving  comes  the  beetling,  which  Angus  likes 
because  of  the  subtle  colour  differences  it  produces.  He 
describes  his  designs  as  relatively  simple:  '  'They  incorporate  the 
ambiguity  of  positive  and  negative  images  that  have  always 
fascinated  me." 

His  designs  are  based  on  dark  colours,  inspiration  coming 


Southmead  Hospital.  After  a  few  years  he  came  to  London  and 
worked  at  a  number  of  teaching  hospitals,  until  finally,  at  Guy's, 
he  became  disllusioned  with  the  effect  of  staff  shortages  on 
pharmacy  services. 

As  a  child  Angus  liked  both  the  arts  and  science,  but  chose 
the  latter  because  of  its  better  job  prospects.  However  he  always 
regretted  not  having  had  a  chance  to  find  out  if  he  was  artistically 
talented.  He'd  always  been  fascinated  by  Welsh  blankets,  with 
their  myriad  colours.  He  took  up  an  evening  class  in  weaving 
before  taking  the  plunge  and  leaving  hospital  pharmacy  behind  to 
take  a  degree  in  woven  textiles,  at  the  West  Surrey  College  of 
Art  and  Design. 

At  art  college ,  his  pharmacy  background  did  come  in  useful; 
a  meticulous  attention  to  detail  is  needed  especially  in  the 
colouring  process  where  minute  amounts  of  dyes  are  used  (for 
example,  ferrous  sulphate  to  give  a  rust  colour),  and  all  the 
details  need  to  be  recorded  accurately  so  that  the  final  colour  can 
be  reproduced  exactly.  And  he  proved  popular  with  the  other 
students,  because  he  could  show  them  how  to  use  the 
complicated  balances! 

Angus  gets  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction  from  his  new  career, 
but  he  still  works  as  a  locum  to  supplement  his  income.  His  future 
as  a  rugmaker  looks  promising.  Interest  has  been  shown  from 
around  the  world  —  the  Austrailian  Historic  Houses  Trust  of 
New  South  Wales  has  approached  him  about  floorcoverings  for 
one  of  their  houses  in  Sydney,  for  example. 

Angus'  house  is  already  becoming  too  small  to  accommodate 
his  looms,  so  he  is  thinking  of  returning  to  Wales  to  set  up  a  craft 
workshop.  He  has  certainly  uncovered  his  artistic  talents  and 
achieved  an  ambition  that  pharmacy  may  not  have  been  able  to 
fulfill,  which  was  to  create  something  that  would  remain  after  he 
died. 
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OFFER  PERIO 
8TH  AUGUST 
16TH  SEPTEM 

D 

BER 1988 

HeadO 

M  URDlN  ePEACOCK 

CASH  AND  CARRY  LTD 
fice:  Bushey  Road.  Rbynes  Park,  London  SyV20  OJJ.   Tel:  01-946  9111. 

1 

ALL  OFFERS  SUBJECT 
TO  AVAILABILITY 
AND  VAT 
WHERE  APPLICABLE 

mm.  mm 

IN  HEALTH,  HOME  &  BEAUTY 


Body 

S)d}1  W, 


0*T*  D^  I  Simplicity L*  llT- 

Rusks  I  tiaze  Haze 


Parozone 
PM  55p 

12  x  750ml 

3.75 

P  M  5SpP  O  R  34  6% 


Mr  Sheen  Polish 

1 2  x  200ml 


MlCBOTMNcOATtO 

ANADIN 


1  *  ANALGESIC  TABLETS 


JAMPAX 

«-*ciai  price  7  tampons 

61 


Gillette  Contour 
Cartridge 

+  Contour  Plus  Ra20r 
PM  99p  free 
5  x5  s 

4.19 

SRPI.29POR  35  2% 


Body  Mist 
Anti-Perspirant 

12  x  100ml 


4.69  3.89 

S  R  P65pP  O  R308%  S  R  P  58p  P  OR  35  7% 

5RP  Suggested  Retail  Price 


SUPER 


Crest  Toothpaste 
Tartar  Control 
I  5%  Extra 


Crest  Toothpaste 


Minty  Fresh/       ifWhite  Box)  1  5%  Extra 

Mild  &  Gel  I2x57'/2ml 


3.92  3.92  4.49 

VI   m    mM     I        S  R  P47pP  O  R20%  S  R  P  50pP  O  R25  1% 


Farleys  Rusks 
Varieties  as  Stocked 

I  2  x  9's 


S  R  P49pP  O  R23  3* 


Gillette  Gil  Cartridge 

5x5's 


Anadin  Paracetamol  {     Anadin  Regular 


24  x  I  2  s 


24  x  I  2  s 


Simplicity  No.  2 
PM  77p 

Price  Mark  exclusive  to  N&P 
1  2  x  Size  2 

5.89 

P  M  77pP  O  R26  6% 


Tampax  Super 
PM61p 

12  x  10  s 


Haze  Aerosol 
(I  2  for  I  I) 

1 2  for  1 1  Exclusive  to  NSP 
1  2  x  300ml 

4.69 

P  M63pP  O  R  28  7% 


4.19  7.59  7.59  4.95 

S  R  P  I  29  P  O  R  25  2%  G  M  P  60p  P  O  R  39  3%  G  M  P  59p  P  O  R  38  4%      I       P  M  6  Ip  P-O  R  22  2% 


ALLPORs 
INCLUDE  SALE  OF 
FREE  GOODS 
WHERE  APPLICABLE 


WHOLESALERS  NOT  SUPPLIED 


I  RANCHES 

iDfRSKOr 

ftlAldsrshot  10252)  313058 
i'ONMOUTH 

Avonmoulh  102721 82555 
r.RWHAM 

Yaplon  102431  552628 
RIGHTON 

ll  Brighton  102731  779731/2/3 


CAR0IK  0AGENHAM 

Tel  Carditl  102221 757927  Tel  01  592  7839 
CHRISTCHURCH  01  593  3501 

Tel  Chrislchurch  102021  48207 1  01-595  7497 
COLCHESTER  DERBY 


EPPING  KEYNSHAM  NORTHAMPTON  PAIGNTON  Rf  AD5NG  SWANSEA 

Tel  Eppingl037  882)4121  Tel  Keynsham  (02721  869241  Tel  Northampton  (0604)  53012  Tel  Paignton  (08031  529000       Tel  Reading  107341  585739  Tal  Swansea  (0792)  701318 

GLOUCESTER  LOWESTOFT  NORWICH  PETERBOROUGH  SIDCUP  WATFORD 

Tel  Gloucester  104521  614222/3/4  Tel  Lowestotl  10502)  65168  Tel  Norwich  (06O3I  49029  Tel  Peterborough  107331  231941  Tel  0I-3O2  6237  Tel'  Warlord  10923)  243903 

HANWELL  LUTON  NOTTINGHAM  PLYMOUTH  SOUTHEND  WIMBLEDON 


Tel  Colchester  102061  549054    Tel  Derby  103321  833833  Tel  01-579  5297  Tel  Luton  10582)  583366       Tel  Nottingham  10602)  869678/9  Tel  Plymouth  (07521  7081 1 1/2/3  Tel  Southend  (07021  526341/2  Tel  01  9*60701 

COWES  EASTUIGH  IPSWICH  MEDWAY  NUNEATON  PORTSMOUTH  STAINES  WOLVERHAMPTON 

Tel  Cowes  (09831  296511         Tel  Southampton  10703)  610816  Tel  Ipswidi  104731  59059  Tel  Medway  10634)  684141   Tel  Nuneaton  102031  328133      Tel  Portsmouth  10705)  673911    Tel  Staines  107841  52515        Tel  Wolverhampton  109021  786000 


RPSGB 


Tanna's  supervision 
review  bid  fails 


The  Royal  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Council  has  again 
rejected  adoption  of  the  motion  on 
supervision  carried  at  the  annual 
meeting  on  May  11. 

The  motion,  proposed  at  the 
AGM  by  Mr  John  Davies,  was: 
"It  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting 
that,  although  the  pharmacist,  at 
his  discretion,  need  not  be  directly 
involved  in  the  dispensing 
process,  he  must,  in  the  interest 
of  the  patient,  check  each  made  up 
prescription  before  it  is  delivered 
to  the  patient,  with  or  without 
counselling  at  the  pharmacist's 
discretion". 

At  its  meeting  in  June,  the 
Council  had  rejected  by  19  votes 
to  three  a  proposal  that  it  should 
accept  and  adopt  that  motion. 

The  matter  was  debated  again 
at  the  August  meeting  at  the 
request  of  Mr  A.  Tanna.  He 
moved:  "That  in  the  light  of  those 
members  who  have  responded  to 
my  unofficial  referendum,  in  which 
a  substantial  majority  have 
indicated  their  support  in  favour  of 
the  AGM  motion,  I  would  request 
that  the  Council  should  once  again 
reconsider  the  implication  and 
adoption  of  the  motion" . 

In  his  unofficial  referendum  Mr 
Tanna  had  received  663  replies,  of 
which  582  were  for  the  motion  and 
81  against  —  or  87  per  cent  for  and 
13  per  cent  against. 

Referring  to  the  financial 
aspects,  Mr  Tanna  said  that 
apparently  community 
pharmacists  were  paid  for  their 
dispensing  role,  and  it  was 
suggested  that  pharmacists 
should  be  paid  for  an  advisory  role . 
The  Council's  recommendation 
was  to  go  forward  with  an 
advisory  role  for  which 
pharmacists  did  not  get  paid  and  to 
ignore  the  dispensing  role  for 
which  they  were  paid.  When  the 
inquiry  took  place  in  1989  perhaps 
the  Government  would  take  into 
consideration  the  role  played  by 
the  pharmacist  in  dispensing,  and 
consequently  reduce  the  amount 
paid.  Some  might  then  argue 
about  the  payment  to  be  made  for 
the  advisory  role,  but  in  the  light  of 
the  present  Government's 
attitude  it  was  doubtful  whether 
any  payment  could  be  forthcoming 
or,  if  it  were,  it  would  be  a  small 
token.  Mr  J  Myers  seconded  the 
motion. 

The  vice-president,  Mrs  M. 
Rawlings  thought  that,  in  the  light 
of  correspondence  in  the 
pharmaceutical  Press,  Council 
would  wish  to  go  back  to  the 
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membership  once  again  to  explain 
its  policy  fully  and  say  why  that 
policy  was  the  right  way  forward. 
No  change  in  the  legal  definition  of 
dispensing  supervision  would 
occur  over  the  next  few  months, 
and  the  Council  had  ample  time  to 
ensure  that  the  membership  fully 
understood  the  issues  involved. 
She  suggested  that  the  office 
prepare  a  plan  for  consultation 
with  the  membership  for 
consideration  in  October. 

Mr  W.  Darling  believed  there 
was  still  a  misunderstanding  about 
the  intent  of  the  Council's 
proposals  on  supervision.  He 
supported  setting  out  Council's 
views  again  and  inviting  the 
membership  to  respond. 

Mr  Darling  said  the 
Government  had  strongly 
supported  the  extended  role  of 
the  pharmacist  and  his  personal 
interpretation  was  that  if 
pharmacists  were  to  continue  to 
"count,  pour  and  stick",  it  would 
in  the  longer  term  be  detrimental 
to  those  engaged  in  negotiation  for 
remuneration.  However,  his 
personal  interpretation  was  that 
the  Government's  policy,  and 
certainly  the  policy  of  the  Council, 
did  not  say  that  dispensing  would 
take  place  in  the  absence  of  the 
pharmacist. 

Mr  D.  Coleman  was  worried 
about  putting  the  matter  back  to 
the  branches  for  "consultation' ' . 
To  be  in  a  state  of  limbo  for  many 
months  would  be  undesirable. 
The  issue  of  the  pharmacist  not 
being  on  the  premises  was 
deliberately  being  exploited,  he 
suggested. 

The  vice-president 
emphasised  it  was  not  proposed  to 
go  back  to  the  branches  and  say 
Council  had  got  it  wrong.  The 
proposal  was  to  go  back  to  explain 
the  situation,  which  she  believed 
the  membership  had  not  fully 
understood,  and  receive  any 
views  they  had. 

After  much  discussion  Mr 
Tanna  concluded  that  he  might 
have  lost  the  battle  within  Council, 
but  would  not  stop  there  and 
would  fight  outside  the  building. 

The  secretary  and  registrar 
asked  whether  Mr  Tanna  would 
accept  an  amendment  to  the 
motion  to  make  it  read  "That .... 
AGM  motion,  I  request  that  the 
Council  adopt  that  motion ' ' . 

Mr  Tanna  accepted  the 
amendment.  The  motion,  as 
amended,  was  lost  by  16  votes  to 
three  votes.  Mr  Tanna,  Mr 
Walker  and  Mr  Myers  requested 


that  their  names  be  recorded  as 
voting  for  the  motion. 

The  secretary  and  registrar 
said  that  the  office  could  be  asked 
to  prepare  a  further  consultation 
plan  for  consideration  at  the 
October  meeting. 

Move  to  split 
pre-reg  year 
rescinded 

The  Council's  decision  that  the 
preregistration  year  should  be 
split  between  two  fields  of 
pharmacy  practice  is  not  to  be 
implemented  until  a  post- 
registration  vocational  year  can  be 
introduced. 

Splitting  the  preregistration 
year  into  two  six-month  periods 
was  recommended  in  the  report 
on  preregistration  experience  and 
vocational  training  drawn  up  by 
the  Council's  working  party  on 
education  and  training. 

At  a  special  meeting  on  May  3, 
the  Council  accepted  all  the  main 
proposals  in  the  working  party's 
report.  But  Mr  D.  Sharpe  had 
since  given  notice  he  intended  to 
move  that  the  adoption  of 
recommendation  15.6  should  be 
rescinded. 

The  Council  also  had  before  it 
letters  from  the  Guild  of  Hospital 
Pharmacists  and  from  Boots  Co 
pic,  both  expressing  concern  at 


the  decision.  Boots  were  totally 
opposed  a  split  preregistration 
year,  saying  it  would  be 
impracticable  and  expensive. 

The  Society's  Hospital 
Pharmacist  Group  Committee  had 
also  expressed  concern  and 
disappointment  at  the  decision. 
While  accepting  the  principle  that 
preregistration  experience  should 
be  the  same  for  all  graduates ,  the 
Committee  foresaw  "horren- 
dous" difficulties  in  implementing 
two  periods  of  six  months.  It 
urged  the  Council  to  set  a  realistic 
timescale  for  implementing  any 
proposed  changes. 

The  vice-president  said  that 
when  the  Council  had  decided  to  I 
adopt  recommendation  15.6  it  had 
done  so  on  the  basis  that  it 
provided  the  best  all-round 
training. 

The  British  Pharmaceutical 
Students  Association  had  also 
supported  the  motion  as 
representing  the  consumer 
interest  but  had  not  done  so  with 
overwhelming  enthusiasm. 

Mr  Sharpe  moved  that 
Council's  decision  to  adopt 
recommendation  15.6  be 
rescinded  and  that  graduates 
continue  to  be  permitted  to 
undertake  52  weeks  of 
preregistration  experience  in 
either  hospital  or  community 
pharmacy ,  with  two  periods  of  26 
weeks  being  optional. 

He  said  the  decision  created  a 
conflict  between  the  professional 
and  commercial  sides  of 
pharmacy.  In  a  perfect  world  it 
might  be  argued  that  six  months  in 
hospital  and  six  in  community 
pharmacy  would  produce  a  better 
pharmacist,  but  he  suggested  that 
six  months  in  either  sphere  did  not 
give  an  adequate  training  to  take 
control  of  premises. 

Hospital  pharmacy  and  Boots 
employed  the  vast  majority  of 
preregistration  graduates,  Mr 
Sharpe  continued.  There  were 
vested  interests  on  both  sides  — 
one  being  totally  commercial  and 
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Numark  chemists  Tim  Dundee,  Glengormley,  (second  left)  and 
Martin  Kerr,  Belfast,  were  presented  with  the  proof  gold  coins  they  won 
in  a  free  Haydock  draw  by  Haydock  directors  Jim  McMaster  (first  left) 
and  Tom  Hutchinson  (right) 


the  other  totally  professional  — 
and  they  did  not  find  it  a  practical 
proposition.  Mr  A.  Tanna 
seconded  the  motion. 

Miss  A.  Lewis  agreed  that  six 
months  was  a  short  time  for 
training  in  either  specialty,  and 
suggested  that  any  change  needed 
to  be  considered  in  conjunction 
with  the  vocational  year.  The 
training  programme  should  be 
considered  in  the  light  of  the  fact 
that  in  the  European  Community, 
specialisation  in  hospital  pharmacy 
was  to  be  considered,  she  added. 

Asked  when  the  vocational 
year  was  likely  to  be  introduced, 
Mr  J.  Ferguson,  secretary  and 
registrar,  said  its  introduction 
would  require  primary  legislation. 

Mr  A.  Nathan  and  Professor 
G.  Booth  felt  that  Mr  Sharpe's 
fears  would  disappear  once  the 
students  were  involved  in  a  six- 
month  split.  Although  in  most 
cases  employers  preferred  the 
one  year  because  it  was  easier, 
when  they  had  no  option  and  had 
to  take  students  for  six  months 
they  found  it  worked  well,  and 
there  were  no  problems  for 
students.  Both  felt  that  to 
overturn  an  earlier  decision  would 
be  a  retrograde  step. 

Mr  G.  Walker  moved  an 
amendment  adding  at  the  end  of 
the  motion  "until  the  vocational 
year  is  introduced". 


Mr  C.  Hitchings  seconded  the 
amendment,  saying  that  if  the 
hospital  and  industry  joint 
preregistration  scheme  could 
work,  then  a  hospital  and 
community  scheme  should  be  able 
to  work  even  better.  However,  he 
accepted  that  it  should  be  linked 
with  the  vocational  year. 

The  amendment  was  carried 
by  11  votes  to  five. 

Mrs  L.  Stone  opposed  the 
amended  motion.  She  believe  it 
would  delay  the  implementation  of 
the  six-month/six-month 
preregistration  year,  of  which  she 
was  in  favour  for  several  reasons. 
There  were  pharmacists  in 
control  of  a  community  pharmacy 
who  had  had  no  previous 
experience  of  community 
pharmacy  at  all.  At  least,  with  six 
months  in  each  sphere,  they 
would  have  had  some  experience 
of  community  pharmacy.  The 
same  did  not  apply  in  hospitals 
because  the  newly  registered 
pharmacist  did  not  have  sole 
control. 

The  motion,  as  amended,  was 
carried  by  12  votes  to  five. 
Prereg  finance  Council  has  confirmed 
its  policy  that  health  authorities 
and  boards  providing 
preregistration  experience  places 
for  pharmacy  graduates  should 
receive  financial  assistance  from 
the  Health  Department  and  is 


making  representations. 
PPA  information  Council  is  to 
recommend  to  the  Department  of 
Health  that  information  from  the 
Prescription  Pricing  Authority 
database  be  made  available,  at 
nominal  cost,  to  bona  fide 
pharmaceutical  and  medical 
research  workers.  Data  is 
currently  available  to  medical 
practitioners.  The  information 
should  not  identify  individuals. 
Training  package  for  CPs  Council  has 
decided  that  a  training  package  on 
rational  prescribing,  to  assist 
community  pharmacists  in  giving 
advice  to  general  medical 
practitioners,  should  be  produced. 
A  small  working  group  has  been 
set  up,  with  support  from  the 
Department  of  Health,  to  create 
the  package. 

More  dressings  on  Tariff?  Council  has 
considered  the  possibility  of 
having  additional  wound 
management  products  included  in 
the  Drug  Tariff.  Further 
discussions  are  to  take  place  with 
other  professional  bodies  before 
recommendations  are  put  to  the 
Department  of  Health. 
Green  cross  policy  An  overall  policy 
on  use  of  the  Society's  green 
cross  symbol  was  considered  by 
the  Ethics  Committee.  It  agreed 
that  the  green  cross  could  be  used 
to  identify  pharmacy  premises  and 
any  material  or  qualified  personnel 


associated  with  pharmacy 
premises,  eg,  on  notepaper, 
labels,  bags,  visiting  cards  and 
compliment  slips  The  Committee 
also  decided  that  the  green  cross 
should  be  used  to  identify  the 
profession  of  pharmacy  as  an 
entity.  The  Committee  did  not 
approve  the  use  of  the  green  cross 
within  the  name  of  any  company  or 
firm,  nor  in  association  with 
named  products  offered  for  sale. 
Imported  medicines  The  Society  has 
agreed  it  has  no  objections  to  a 
proposal  from  the  Department  of 
Health  concerning  the  importation 
of  medicinal  products  in  the  final 
packaging. 

When  medicinal  products  are 
imported  in  their  final  packaging 
they  should  bear  the  UK  name  and 
address  of  the  product  licence 
holder.  The  Department  says  that 
under  current  provisions  this 
information  might  be  misleading  as 
to  the  place  of  origin  of  a  product 
and  might  lead  the  importer 
and/or  the  pharmacist  liable  to 
prosecution.  It  has  also  led  to 
consignments  of  medicinal 
products  being  impounded  until 
suitably  overlabelled.  The 
Department  has  proposed, 
therefore,  that  information 
required  to  be  given  under  Part  V 
of  the  Medicines  Act  should  not  be 
a  trade  description  and  not  subject 
to  the  Trades  Descriptions  Act. 


/■hop fit  ting 


IF  BUSINESS  IS  GOOD,  WE'LL  MAKE  IT  BETTER! 

We  Plan,  Design,  Manufacture  &  Install  quality  fittings  at 
competitive  prices 


Name 
Address 


ihopFittmq 
design 


SHOPFITTING  &  DESIGN  CENTRE  (West  of  England)  LTD 

Hallatrow  Road,  Paulton,  BRISTOL  BS18  5LH   Tel:  (0761)  418941 
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At  a  farewell  party  for  the  retiring  secretary  of  the  Royal  Pharmaceutical 
Society 's  Scottish  Executive:  Society  president  Bernard  Silverman  (left) 
and  his  wife,  Dr  Chilton  and  his  wife  Betty,  also  a  pharmacist,  and 
Scottish  Executive  chairman,  Ken  Gray  (right) 

Should  auld  acquaintance... 


May  I  express  my  appreciation  of 
the  very  many  kind  letters  I  have 
received  on  my  retirement  and  of 
the     extremely  generous 


We  take  good  care  of  imports, 
so  you  can  take  good  care  of 
your  customers! 


COMPETITIVE  PRICES 


EXCELLENT  STOCKS 


I  SPEEDY  DELIVERIES  THROUGHOUT  THE  U.K. 


call  us  on 
0800  590  161 


■■r  in  i 

■■    1  M 

TOWNENDALE 

PHARMACEUTICALS 

One  of  the  UK's  leading  importers  of  E  E  C.  ethical  Pharmaceuticals 
FREEPOST,  P.O.  BOX  53,  HARROGATE,  N.  YORKS  HG2  7HU. 


contributions  from  members  and 
friends  to  my  presentation. 

Betty  and  I  will  always 
remember  the  support  and  warm 
friendships  which  we  have 
enjoyed  from  fellow  pharmacists 
both  in  Britain  and  throughout  the 
Commonwealth  during  our  many 
years  with  the  Society.  We  hope 
that  retirement  will  give  us  an 
opportunity  to  travel  and  to  renew 
auld  acquaintances. 

Dr  J.  Chilton 

Secretary,  Scottish  Department, 
RPSGB 


In  sympathy 

My  sympathies  lie  with  Xrayser 
after  he  lost  a  nursing  home 
account  to  someone  else  who 
could  "give  a  better  deal"  (see 
C&D  last  week) .  During  the  past 
few  months  quite  a  few 
contractors  have  been 
experiencing  similar  shocks. 

In  one  particular  instance 
where  seven  contractors  have 
been  looking  after  some  nine 
nursing  homes  in  one  area  for  the 
past  six  years,  it  now  seems  that 
lately  only  one  contractor  can  give 
all  of  them  a  better  deal.  It  is 
almost  stranger  than  fiction! 

I  believe  the  present  events 
are  a  total  vindication  of  what  the 
British  Pharmacists  Association 
and  Professional  Eye  predicted  a 
long  time  ago. 


Jayanti  Patel 

General  Secretary,  BPA 


More  on 
parasites 

I  read  your  OTC  Update  article 
on  Parasites  in  C&D,  June  11, 
with  interest,  but  I  would  like  to 
raise  a  few  points. 

I  am  surprised  that  there  was 
no  mention  of  the  aqueous  lotions 
available  for  the  treatment  of  head 
lice.  These  are  Derbac-M 
containing  maJathion  and  Clinicide 
containing  carbaryl.  Both  are  non- 
irritating,  and  safe  to  use  on  very 
young  children.  They  are  certainly 
to  be  recommended  if  there  is  an 
overlaying  scalp  condition,  eg 
eczema,  or  where  the  use  of  an 
alcoholic  lotion  may  precipitate  an 
asthmatic  attack.  Derbac-M  is 
also  recommended  for  the 
treatment  of  crab  lice,  a  more 
comfortable  application  than  an 
alcoholic  lotion.  It  can  be  used  in 
the  treatment  of  scabies  and  is 
safe  to  use  on  children/babies. 

I  am  surprised  the  article  does 
not  give  the  contraindications  for 
the  use  of  gamma  benzene 
hexachloride,  ie  it  is  not  to  be  used 
by  pregnant/nursing  mothers, 
immune-compromised  patients  or 
those  with  poor  subcutaneous  fat 
layers  such  as  anorexics. 

A  bath  is  not  necessary  before 
treatment  for  scabies  and  in  some 
cases  may  even  be  dangerous. 
Ascarides  are  best  applied  to  cool, 
dry  skin.  Applying  lotions  with  a 
paM  brush  is  also  unnecessary,  as 
this  just  perpetuates  the  social 
stigma  of  the  disease  —  hands  are 
just  as  effective. 

Lindane  is  not  now 
recommended  by  this  department 
for  the  treatment  of  head  lice  as 
there  is  resistance  to  it.  The 
residual  protection  offered  by 
malathion  is  very  variable  and  like 
anything  semi-permanent  is 
dependent  on  too  many  outside 
factors.  In  fact  such  an  effect  is  not 
really  desirable  as  people  are 
quick  to  blame  the  product  if  they 
become  re-infected  and  an 
ectoparasite  meeting  a  diminshing 
residual  dose  and  surviving  may- 
well  be  the  start  of  insecticide 
resistance. 

Christine  Roberts 

Medical  entomology  nursing  sister, 
Cambridge  University  Medical 
Entomology  Centre 


Dr  Richard  Taylor,  MPS,  senior 
research  scientist,  The  Wellcome 
Research  Laboratories  and 
honorary  visiting  lecturer 
University  of  Aston  in 
Birmingham,  who  wrote  the  OTC 
Update  article,  replies:  /  am 
grateful  to  Christine  Roberts  for 
expanding  the  information  on 
treatment  of  parasites  and  for  re- 
inforcing points  made  in  the  article. 
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Think-tank  to 
lead  British 
industry 

Twenty  big  research  based  UK 
companies  have  formed  a  new 
think-tank  '"concerned  with  an 
industry  problem  of  pulling 
through  products  to  the  market, 
to  meet  demand  and  advance 
competition". 

CEST  —  Centre  for  the 
Exploitation  of  Science  and 
Technology  based  in 

Manchester's  Science  Park  and 
headed  for  Dr  Robert  Whelan,  a 
physicist  from  PA  Technologies 
—  is  the  result  of  the 
Government's  former  Advisory 
Committee  for  Applied  Research 
and  Development's  1976  report 
which  highlighted  a  need  in  Britain 
for  a  national  forum  to  give 
exploitable  areas  of  sciene  and 
technology  an  industrial 
perspective.  It  is  suggested  that 
although  the  UK  has  a  good 
intellectural  base,  its  record  for 
exploiting  high  yielding  ideas  has 
not  been  as  good  as  that  of  other 
nations. 

ACARD  was  led  by  Sir 
Charles  Reece,  who  heads  ICI, 
and  who  is  now  on  CEST's  main 
Board,  along  with  representatives 
from  18  ccompanies  including 
Glaxo,  and  Pilkington. 

Dr  Whelan  told  C&D  that  he 
sees  exploitation  depending  on 
knowledge  stemming  from 
research  and  development, 
investment,  and  skills,  or  "heads 
on  legs"  as  he  put  it.  The  group 
want  to  involve  themselves  in 
education  to  encourage 
interdisciplinary  research  teams 
and  so  to  ensure  research  is 
relevant.  He  says  they  are  not  just 
out  to  spot  winners,  but  to  create 
opportunties. 

"We  are  concerned  with 
questions  like  'given  that  we  have 
a  strong  pharmaceutical  industry 
what  are  the  factors  we  should  be 
prioritizing,  according  to  the 
industry's  direct  needs?'  says  Dr 
Whelan.  And,  he  commented,  it 
will  not  be  just  about  forming 
reports  but  about  rousing 
members  into  action. 


Beatson  Clark  OK 
increased  bid  price 


The  board  of  Beatson  Clark  and 
their  financial  advisors 
Charterhouse  Bank  are  to  tell 
shareholders  it  would  be  in  their 
best  interest  to  accept  the  latest 
offer  for  the  company  from  the  TT 
Group  (see  Business  News  last 
week). 

TT's  first  offer  for  Beatson  at 
£25. 8m  was  rejected  as 
"unwelcome"  and 
"opportunistic".  The  increased 
offer  —  £31  m  —  is  on  an  eight  for 
five  shares  basis  with  a  cash 
alternative  of  375  pence  per 
share.  This  values  Beatson 
Clark's  shares  at  411  pence  each. 
When  news  of  a  takeover  by  TT 


first  broke  Beatson  Clark's  shares 
rose  from  288  pence  to  350  pence. 

Beatson  Clark's  chairman 
David  Clark  told  C&D  on  Monday 
that  the  company  would  have 
preferred  to  stay  independent 
"but  we  have  a  responsibility  to 
our  shareholders,  "he  said.  The 
new  offer  had  been  accepted 
because  it  was  a  substantial 
improvement  on  the  first  and  it 
offered  a  cash  alternative. 

Letters  recommending  the  TT 
offer  to  shareholders  were 
expected  to  have  been  sent  out 
this  week.  Under  the  stock 
exchange  rules  shareholders  have 
21  days  to  reply. 


BOC  tender  for  Spectramed 


BOC  Group  are  making  a  $101  m 
(£59m)  tender  offer  for 
Spectramed,  an  American  medical 
equipment  manufacturer  who  see 
about  60  per  cent  of  their  business 
done  in  Europe. 

BOC  say  they  have  an  option 
on  3 1 . 5  per  cent  of  Spectramed '  s 
shares  and  are  offering  $12  a 
share  for  the  rest.  On  top  of  the 


purchase  price  BOC  will  take  on  a 
debt  of$50m. 

Spectramed  make  specialist 
monitoring  catheters  and 
associated  accessories  used 
mainly  in  coronary  care  units  and 
catheterisation  laboratories.  BOC 
feel  Spectramed 's  business  will 
complement  their  own  in  a  similar 
field  operated  through  Ohmeda. 


Julia  Hunt  of  Solihull  Pharmacy  accepts  a  cheauc  for  £100  from  Allan 
Taylor,  a  national  accounts  sales  manager  for  Scholl  (right).  The 
money  was  the  prize  for  winning  a  Macarthy/Scholl  new  NHS  hosiery 
competition.  Richard  Paynter  (left),  director  of  Greens  Pharmacies, 
watches  the  presentation 


Unichem 
move  to  stop 
Newbould 

Unichem  have  issued  a  writ  in  an 
effort  to  stop  pharmacist  member 
John  Newbould  of  Rother 
Pharmacies,  Rotherham,  calling  a 
special  meeting. 

The  wholesaler's  current 
move  follows  Mr  Newbould 's 
letter  to  all  pharmacists  inviting 
them  to  attend  an  EGM  at 
Unichem's  headquarters  in 
Chessington  in  September  to  vote 
on  his  resolution  to  float 
immediately  "or  at  such  later  date 
as  members  request".  It  was 
called  under  Unichem's  rule  57,  in 
the  absence  of  Board  action,  said 
Mr  Newbould,  following  a 
requisition  he  claimed  was  valid 
but  which  Unichem  said  was 
invalid  and  so,  therefore,  was  the 
call  for  a  meeting  (see  C&D,  July 
23,  pl75).  Unichem  said  they 
were  anxious  not  to  "waste 
members'  time  and  money". 

A  hearing  had  been  fixed  in  the 
High  Court  in  London  for 
Thursday,  after  C&D  went  to 
Press. 

Meeting  the 
liability  issue 

A  new  facility  on  John  Richardson 
computers  helps  meet  public 
liability  for  drug  dispensing  by 
storing  manufacturers'  names  as 
well  as  that  of  the  product. 

There  have  been  calls  from 
some  quarters  for  pharmacists  to 
log  the  manufacturer's  name  and 
batch  number  of  the  drugs 
supplied.  Managing  director  John 
Richardson  suggests  this  is 
impractical. 

"Until  original  pack  dispensing 
becomes  the  norm  there  is  no  way 
a  pharmacist  can  trace  or  display 
batch  numbers.  With  our  system 
there  is  a  record  of  the 
manufacturer's  name  within  the 
patient  record,  which  will  go  a  long 
way  towards  satisfying  the  liability 
lobby,"  he  says. 
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Take  overs  grow 
with  profits 


BUSINESS  NEWS 


Sales  in  chemists  should  maintain 
attractive  growth  into  the  early 
1990s  and  provide  substantial  real 
revenue  gain,  showing  a  better 
performance  than  the  total  retail 
sales  average,  according  to  a 
report  on  the  sector  in  July's 
Retail  Monitor. 

The  report  focuses  on  the 
interest  shown  by  major  retail 
companies,  some  outside  the 
sector,  in  drug  stores  and 
pharmacies  and  the  continuing 
activity  in  acquisitions  and 
introduction  of  in-store 
pharmacies  by  the  large  food 
chains.  As  supermarkets  move  to 
out-of-town  locations  retailers 
perceive  a  gap  in  the  high  street 
for  the  sales  of  cosmetics, 
household  goods  and  medicinals 
leading  to  the  opening  of 
drugstores  and  the  acquisition  of 
high  street  pharmacies.  The 
development  of  "specialist" 
shops  such  as  Next  adds  to  this 
interest  and  activity. 

In  the  chemist  and  druggist 
sector,  retail  sales  turnover  has 
more  than  doubled  since  1980  at 
current  shop  prices,  against  a  rise 
of  just  over  60  per  cent  in  total 
retail  sales.  The  number  of  outiets 
is  increasing,  but  the  survey  notes 
the  restrictions  placed  on  the 
opening  of  new  pharmacies  and 
therefore  concludes  that 
expansion  in  this  area  is  limited  to 
acquisition.  However  the 
drugstore  segment  is  predicted  to 
see  "considerable  expansion". 

Total  retail  sales  worth  just 
under  £5  billion  were  achieved  by 
chemists  and  drugstores 
(inclusive  of  Boots  and 
Underwoods)  in  1986,  or 
approximately  £3, 140m  if  they  are 
excluded,  representing  3.2  per 
cent  of  total  retail  sales. 

Medicines  and 
pharmaceuticals  account  for  70 
per  cent  of  total  drugstore  and 
chemists'  business,  or  more  than 
£1.7  billion,  in  the  last  Retail 
Inquiry  in  1984.  This  includes 
NHS  receipts,  which  have  only 
risen  in  line  with  other  sales  during 
the  1980s,  "indicating  they  have 
not  been  a  dominating  factor  in  the 
sector",  the  report  says. 

The  second  largest  product 
category  is  cosmetics  and 
toiletries,  worth  £0.5  billion  in 
1984  or  23  per  cent  of  turnover. 
The  only  other  product  market  of 
interest  was  packaged  foods 
which  is  growing  rapidly  with  the 
introduction  of  health  foods. 

Along  with  other  areas  of  the 
retail  industry,  a  number  of  major 
takeovers  have  been  experienced 
in  recent  years  —  the  purchase  of 
Gordon  Drummond  by  Macarthy , 


Lloyds  Chemists  now  operating 
some  300  outlets  having  absorbed 
Nina  Barnes,  Andrew  &  Courrie 
and  Scotts. 

The  largest  acquisition  during 
1987  was  that  of  Superdrug,  Tip 
Top  and  Share  Drug  by 
Woolworth. 

Next  showed  a  new  interest  in 
pharmacy  with  the  purchase  of 
Aliens,  at  first  as  a  by-product  of 
purchasing  Combined  English 
Stores,  but  recent  reports  say 
that  Next  will  develop  the  chain. 
Dee  Corporation's  low  key 
purchase  of  Medicare  may 
eventually  prove  more  significant , 
as  they  are  largely  located  in  the 
High  Street  vacated  by  the  larger 
grocery  multiples. 

The  rapid  development  of 
these  larger  drugstores  has  put 
Boots  under  pressure,  who  have 
responded  by  becoming  price 
competitive,  forcing  the 
drugstores  to  reconsider  their 
tactics,  trading  up  market  and  into 
their  own  label  ranges.  Boots, 
meanwhile,  rationalised  its  range 
and  looked  for  the  more  profitable 
centres,  moving  into  Childrens 
World  and  Boots  Opticians.  It  is 
clear  that  Boots  is  not  seeing  the 
NHS  as  a  growth,  or  perhaps 
profit  area,  as  they  only  have  7  per 
cent  of  the  prescription  revenue, 
says  the  report. 

A  review  of  profits  and 
turnover  of  the  leading  retailers  in 
this  sector  is  below. 

LEADING  CHEMISTS  AND 
DRUGGISTS  RANKED  BY 
TURNOVER 


£  million 

Pretax 

Year 

Profits 

end 

Turnover 

(Loss) 

Boots' 

03/87 

1.799.60 

124.80 

McCarthy 

09/87 

277.60 

5.60 

Superdrug 

1)3/87 

203.00 

12.30 

Share  Drug 

08/87 

50.14 

2.21 

Underwoods 

01/87 

47.2 

2.86 

Savory  &  Moore"' 

09/86 

39.80 

0.89 

Tip  Top 

05/87 

34.7 

0.43 

Lloyds  Chemists 

06/87 

311  511 

1.93 

Aliens  Chemists 

01/87 

28.14 

1.60 

Medicare 

03/86 

26.67 

0.57 

EMoss 

02/87 

18.12 

0  05 

GK  Chemists 

04/87 

14.89 

0.68 

W  Jamieson 

03/87 

13.21 

0.81 

Source:  Euromonitoi 

Notes:  'UK  retail  turnover 

mly  ~  17  months 

It  will  be  seen  that  annual 
turnover  growth  has  consistently 
been  around  10  per  cent  since 
1982,  which  compares  well  with 
inflation  at  about  5  per  cent. 
Excluding  the  slower  moving 
Boots  the  average  annual  growth 
has  been  a  remarkable  20  per  cent 
plus.  Pre-tax  profits  are  also 
highly  attractive,  despite  a 
slowing  over  this  period  1982-87. 

Consumer  expenditure  on 
toiletries  and  cosmetics  grew  by 


W  THE  CITY 

The  recent  publication  of  the  City's  top  securities  houses' 
predictions  on  the  level  of  the  broadly  based  FTSE-100  at  the 
end  of  the  year  revealed  on  optimism  belied  by  current  market 
trading. 

Although  equities  are  quite  cheap  and  institutions  are  on  the 
whole  weighed  under  with  cash,  the  market  lacks  the  catalyst 
to  produce  a  bull  run.  The  Government's  current  account 
defecit  is  being  countered  with  a  continuing  upward  pressure  on 
interest  rates,  but  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  financial 
community  believe  the  froth  is  being  taken  out  of  the  economy. 

For  health  and  household  stocks,  the  perennial  bugbearer 
—  exchange  rates  —  continues  to  dominate  sentiment.  Sterling 
is  expected  to  continue  to  be  firm,  and  so  the  sector's  outlook 
is  likely  to  be  dull. 

Growth  in  earnings  per  share  in  1988  for  pharmaceutical 
companies  is  forecast  to  be  14  per  cent  against  a  12  per  cent 
average  for  the  market  as  a  whole,  which  is  not  very  exciting. 
Nevertheless,  by  1989  the  gap  is  likely  to  widen  with  growth  in 
pharmaceuticals'  earnings  forecast  at  17  per  cent  against  a 
market  rate  of  7  per  cent.  Other  factors,  however,  make  it 
premature  to  expect  the  sector  to  perform  better. 

The  biggest  item  of  news  was  the  Government's  sudden 
redemption  of  its  golden  share  in  Amersham,  which  has  made 
the  company  bid  proof  since  its  privatisation.  Speculation  that 
the  company  will  lose  its  independence  has  come  and  gone 
regularly.  The  shares  will  continue  to  be  volatile  providing 
trading  opportunities  for  those  investors  who  can  act  quickly. 

The  results  from  Smith  &  Nephew  just  passed,  and  those 
from  Glaxo,  Fisons  and  Reckitt  &  Colman  in  September  are 
unlikely  to  set  the  sector  alight.  Hoare  Govett  are  bullish  about 
Glaxo,  which  has  seen  massive  derating  over  the  past  year, 
with  its  shares  ranging  in  price  from  £8. 78  to  £17.97.  The  team 
there  reckons  that  Glaxo  is  successfully  tackling  the  potential 
constraints  of  being  a  large  company  dependent  at  the  moment 
on  the  continuing  success  of  just  one  product.  They  feel  they 
will  see  sufficient  sales  to  fund  extensive  R&D  bills  which  will 
sustain  growth  over  the  next  decade. 

Smith  &  Nephew  are  hosting  a  three  day  visit  from  UK 
analysts  at  their  US  facilities  next  week.  They  will  be  seeing 
some  of  the  most  dynamic  areas  in  which  S&N  are  currently 
involved  and  the  outcome  is  likely  to  be  positive.  Analysts  are 
also  hoping  for  positive  murmerings  from  Beecham  over  the 
progress  of  Eminase,  their  heart  attack  treatment. 


95  per  cent  between  1980  and 
1986  and  on  pharmaceuticals 
(other  than  prescription  products) 
by  over  100  per  cent,  against 
overall  consumer  expenditure  of 
just  71  percent. 

Retail  Monitor  is  available 
monthly  (£250  per  annum)  from 
Euromonitor  Publications  Ltd. 
Tel:  01-251 8024. 


BTG  profits 

British  Technology  Group's  pre- 
tax profits  rose  from  £3. 40m  to 
£6. 22m  with  revenue  from 
licencing  and  industrial  projects 
increasing  from  £16. 61m  to 
£21. 40m,  for  the  year  ending 
March  31. 

The  group's  chief  business  is 
the  patenting  and  licensing  of  new 


scientific  and  engineering  projects 
and  financing  technology;  80  new 
development  projects  were 
started  in  the  year  and  £5. 62m 
invested  in  developing  inventions. 


Dip  Ag  &  Vet 

The  1989  course  for  the  Royal 
Pharmaceutical  Society's 
agricultural  and  veterinary 
pharmacy  diploma  begins  next 
January. 

The  course  lasts  for  a  year  and 
includes  two  residential  periods  at 
Aston  university,  as  well  as  30 
days  practical  experience.  The 
cost  is  £590  and  the  course  is  open 
to  pharmacists  and  preregistration 
students.  The  closing  date  for 
applications  is  October  31. 
Further  details  from  the  Society 
(Tel:  01-735  9141). 


294 


CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST  13  AUGUST  1988 


Post  to  Classified  Advertisements,  Chemist  &  Druggist, 
Benn  Publications,  Sovereign  Way,  Tonbridge,  Kent  TN9  1RW. 

Telephone  Tonbridge  (0732)  364422.  Telex  95132. 
Ring  Mark  Simpson  Ext  218  for  further  information 
Publication  date  Even-  Saturday 

Headings  All  advertisements  appear  under  appropriate  headings 
Copy  date  4pm  Tuesday  prior  to  publication  date. 


Cancellation  deadline  5pm  Monday  prior  to  publication  date. 
Display/Semi  Display  £16.20  per  single  column  centimetre,  min  30mm 
Column  width  42mm. 

Whole  Page  £1620.00  (250mm  x  180mm)  Half  Page  £810.00 
(125mm  »  180mm)  Quarter  Page  £405. 00  (125mm  x  88mm) 
Box  Numbers  £3.00  extra  Available  on  request. 
All  rates  subject  to  standard  VAT. 


APPOINTMENTS 


Milton-Lloyd  (Marketing)  Ltd  —  a  new  force  in  the  distribution  of 
personal  care  and  beauty  products  in  the  UK  require  sales  agents 

nationwide. 

You  will  at  the  moment  be  calling  on  independent  chemists,  gift 
shops  and  department  stores.  We  want  you  to  sell  our  range  of 
Chelsea  flowers  gift  soaps  from  M&R  Norton  and  male  and  female 
ranges  of  mass  market  fragrances,  from  United  Toiletries  and 

Cosmetics. 

Please  contact  Charles  Bourn  on  01-670  4433  or  write  to  the  address 

below  for  further  details. 

MILTON-LLOYD  (MARKETING)  LTD 
42-44  NORWOOD  HIGH  STREET,  LONDON  SE27  9NR. 


TERRITORY  MANAGER  (Gifts)  Based 
WEST-YORKS 

Selling  respected  brandnames  to  established 
accounts  with  top  chemists  stores  and  gift  shops. 
Ideally  suit  35  to  45  year  old  proven  sales  person, 

career  minded,  salary  expenses,  profit  share, 
prestigious  car  excellent  prospects. 

Apply  with  CVto:  BOX  C&D  3320 


PARK  SYSTEMS  REQUIRES 

REPRESENTATIVES  -  either  pharmacists 

or  with  Pharmaceutical  experience  to 
market  new  and  current  "PARK"  Products 
in  all  areas  of  the  country. 
Apply  in  confidence  to: 
Mrs  N.J.  Baker  (Personnel  Officer) 
Park  Systems,  41-43  Parliament  Street, 
Liverpool  L8  5RN. 
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STORE  MANAGER 
Required 


Expanding  Multiple  requires  Store  Manager 
to  organise  and  run  drug  store  side  of  a  new 
5,000  sq.ft.  Pharmacy. 

Retail  experience  in  drug  store  including 
purchasing,  merchandising  and  statf 
management  desirable. 

Good  Salary,  Bonus  and  Benefits  available  to 
the  right  candidate. 

Please  write  to: 

The  Administrator 

CHEMYS  GROUP  OF  SHOPS 

Unit  15,  Adam  Business  Centre 
Cranes  Farm  Road,  Basildon 
Essex  SS14  4JF. 


John  Bell  &  Croyden 


LONDON  W1 
TWO  FULL  TIME  PHARMACY  TECHNICIANS 


We  are  looking  for  two  suitably  experienced  Technicians  to  join  our 
team  of  six  others  in  the  dispensary  at  John  Bell  +  Croydon.  Duties 
include  routine  and  extemporaneous  dispensing  of  private  and  NHS 

prescriptions  processing  doctors  orders  and  drug  information. 
The  applicants  should  be  enthusiastic,  enjoy  being  part  of  a  team  and 
show  initiative  experience  in  both  hospital  and  retail  is  preferred  but  not 
essential.  The  post  offers  a  competitive  salary  and  company  benefits, 
37'/2  hours  per  week. 

Please  contact  Mrs  D  Currens  (Pharmacy  Manager)  on  01-935  5555 
ext  211  or  write  to  54  Wigmore  Street,  London  YV1H  OAW  for  more 
information  and  application  forms. 


FINANCE 


PURCHASE  NEW,  OR  EXPAND  YOUR 
EXISTING  PHARMACY 

Up  to  100%  Finance  available  (subject  to  status) 

Telephone:  0784  62822  and  ask  for 
Stanley  Blum  PH.C  M.R.P.S.  business  co-ordinator 
in  association  with  I. P. A  Limited 
(FIMBRA  member) 


PHARMACY  TECHNICIANS 

Fancy  a  change  from  retail? 
Come  and  join  a  team  of  Technicians  and  work  in  a  lively  and 
friendly  atmosphere  here  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital.  The  Pharmacy 
Department  has  recently  been  re-furbished  and  has  a  fully 
operational  computer  system.  The  work  is  vaned  and  interesting 
and  involves: 

Small  Scale  Manufacturing 

Out  and  In-Patient  Dispensing 

TPN  Sterile  Work  and  Cytotoxic  Reconstitution 

Top-Up  Service  of  Stock  Items  to  Wards  &  Other  Varied  Duties. 

Previous  hospital  experience  is  not  necessary  and  conversion  to 
BTEC  is  possible. 

Hours  are  Monday  to  Friday  with  only  1  in  6  Saturday  mornings. 
Salary:  £6195-£7694  with  opportunities  for  promotion. 

Are  you  interested? 

Contact:  Karen  Rutt,  Chief  Technician,  Pharmacy,  St.  Mary's 
Hospital,  Praed  Street,  London  W2  or  ring  725  1680  for  an  informal 
chat  or  to  come  and  look  around. 

For  an  application  form  and  job  description  please  contact  the  Unit 
Personnel  Dept, 

Acrow  Building,  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Praed  Street,  London  W2 
1NY. 

Tel:  (OD  262  3456  ext  229/247  quoting  reference  number 
PTB/369. 

CLOSING  DATE:  20  AUGUST  1988 

"WORKING  TOWARDS  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITIES' 


BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES 


We  are  an  established  and  well  respected  major 
distributor  into  retail  pharmacy,  part  of  a  multi-million 
pound  group  in  this  field. 

We  have  a  nationwide  pharmacy  sales  force  of  highly 

professional  representatives  experienced  in  the 
multiple/independent  sector  and  good  contacts  with  all 
pharmaceutical  wholesalers. 

A  rare  opportunity  has  arisen  for  a  manufacturer  to  take 
advantage  of  the  entry  which  we  can  offer  into  this 
specialised  market. 

Please  contact:  BOX  C&D  3319 


PACKING 


I  actually  get 
away  from  the  office 
at  weekends  since  I 
contacted  CPS. 

For  the  kind  of  contract  packing 
service  that  delivers  on  time,  every  time 
call  CPS  on  (0283)  221616. 

Specialists  in  tablet  and  capsule  counting,  blister  and  strip  packing, 
powder  packing  and  liquid  filling,  on  premises  licenced  by  the  DHSS  C 


CONTRACT  PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICES  LIMI  TED 

Swains  Park  Industrial  Estate,  Park  Road,  Oversea!,  Burton-on-Trcnt,  Starrs 
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LABELS 


Simply 
the  best 


I  A  FULL  RANGE  OF  COMPUTER 
LABELLING  SYSTEMS 

i  PATIENT  MEDICATION 
RECORD  LABELLING 

Either  full  system  or  program  only 

I  FREE  DIRECT  . 
ORDER  ENTRY  TO  VeStriC 


Contact  David  Coleman  or  Mike  Sprince  MPS 
lor  a  demonstration  or  trial 
PARK  SYSTEMS  LTD.  41-43  Parliament  Street 
Liverpool  L8  5RN 
Telephone  051-708  8800 


THE  ONLY  NPA  RECOMMENDED  COMPUTER  LABEL  SYSTEM 


John  Richardson 
Computers  Ud 


►  In  Pharmacy  Labelling 

►  In  Auto-Order  Stock  Control 
In  Customer  Service 

►  In  Systems  Development 


10%  Discount  to  all  NPA  members 

FREEPOST,  Preston  PR5  6BR  Telephone:  (0772)  323763 


QUALITY  LABELS 


DELIVERED  IN  14  DAYS 
-OR  NO  CHARGE  - 


Phone;  051-708  8800 

Park  Printing, 
41-43  Parliament  Street, 
Liverpool  L8  5RN. 

OFFER  APPLIES  TO  U.K.  MAINLAND  ONLY 


SHOPFITTINGS 


Shopfitting  styles 
for  modern  selling 


*  Individual  styling 

*  Attractive  designs 

*  System  based 

*  Unsurpassed  quality 

*  Limitless  choice  of  finishes 


*  Dispensary  fittings 

*  Incredible  space  saving 

*  Easy  access  and  vision 

*  No  jamming  No  fall  out 

*  Competitive  prices 


a 


APEILS 


Apeils  Systems  Limited, 

Unit  P,  Kingsway  Ind.  Estate  , 

Kingsway,  Luton,  Beds  LU1  1  LP  1 

Telephone:  Luton  (0582)  4571  1  1  fama 


marspec 

XlBlSHOPFITTING  LTD 


A  complete  shopfitting  and  design  service,  at 
competitive  prices  for  the  pharmacist 


Southern  Office 

Unit  4b, 
Grace  Road, 
Marsh  Barton, 
Exeter,  Devon 
Tel:  0392  216606 


Northern  Office 

4  Ptestwood  Court 
Leacroft  Road, 
Risley,  Warrington 
Cheshire 

TpI:  0925  827292 


0626  •  834077  w, 

COMPREHENSIVE  DESIGN.  MANUFACTURE  AND'?^ 
INSTALLATION  SERVICE  FOR  THE  RETAIL  PHARMACY  ; 


SnC  CmaKiES  tUSiNESS  PA«K.  OlD  NIWTON  «OAD  HtAtHHilO  DEVON  TQH  AUT- 


LUX  LINE 

SHOPFITTERS  FOR  THE  PHARMACY 

REFITS,  NEW  INSTALLATIONS,  CEILINGS,  SHOPFRONTS. 
ELECTRICAL,  FINANCE,  NPA  &  NUMARK  APPROVED. 
SO  CONTACT  US  NOW. 

LUXUNE  LTD 

8  COMMERCE  WAY,  LEIGHTON  BUZZARD,  BEDS 
TEL:  0525-381  356 


STOCK  FOR  SALE 


THE  FILM  MAIM 

DAVEROTHWELL 


1  10/1  2  exposure 

1  1  0/24 

1  26/  1  2 

1  26/24 

135/12  from 

1  35/24  from 

1  35/36  from 

1  35/36  1  OOOASA 

Disc  from 

HR  1  00/400.  1  20 

FUJI  Chrome  1  OO  1  35/24 

FUJI  Chrome  400  1  35/36 

FUJI  1  CN  1  1  0/24 
FUJI  CN  1  35/24 
FUJI  CN  1  35/36 
GLOSSY  4in  x  1  75 
MATT  8in  x84mtro 


from  35  pence 
from  75  pence 
2  5  pence 
from  55  pence 
70  pence 
7  5  pence 
C  1  OO 
E2.00 
from  65  pence 
95p 

inc  C2.50 
processing 

£  3  OO 

1 1  oo 
t  1  50 
C  1  .80 
£32 
E  36 


SHEET  PAPER  SCOOP 
D.  V.  ROTHWELL  LTD, 

1 38  Westmorland  Avenue,  Blackpool  FY1  5QW. 
Telephone:  0253  697094 
Car  phone:  0836  614018 


FULL  KIS  PHOTO  MINI  LAB 

Guaranteed  excellent  condition  purchased  only 
18  months  ago  at  £18,900.  Sale  due  to  end  of 
lease.  Lab  includes  outdoor  illuminated  sign. 
Silver  recovery  machine  etc  will  D  and  P  in  one 
hour  disc  110,  126,  35mm  films. 
FULL  TRAINING  GIVEN  AND 
INSTALLATION  £5,250. 
Ring:  061-442-7757  Anytime. 


50  FILMS  PER  DAY  MINILAB  FOR  SALE 

Space  required  9ftx6ft.  Ideal  for  drugstore/chemists,  this  KIS 
Magnum  Speed  Minilab  will  process  up  to  50  films  per  day.  GP 
70%  on  return.  2  years  old,  6  months  warranty,  1  weeks 
training  £5000  including  delivery  and  installation. 
Owner  buying  bigger  Minilab 
Tel:  (0224)  770826  and  ask  for  Murray. 
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OUT  PEOPLE 


European  chemists 


An  international  car  rally  for 
pharmacists  combined  with 
lectures  and  social  events  is  being 
organised  by  Sportifs  Associates 
Organisation  with  support  from 
the  Federation  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Syndicates  of 
France. 

This  First  "European 
Challenge  of  Chemists"  has 
support  in  Spain,  Germany,  Italy, 
Luxembourg,  Netherlands  and 
Switzerland,  and  the  sponsors  are 
looking  for  entrants  from  the  UK. 

The  race  will  depart  from 
Strasbourg  on  October  29  and 
arrive  in  Paris  on  November  9. 
The  route  is  via  Munich,  Rome, 
Monaco,  Toulon,  Barcelona, 
Andorra  then  to  Paris. 

Special  race  events  will  be  held 
at  Castelet  and  Nogaro  where  a 
Renault  5  GT  Turbo  special  fitted 
to  FISA  specifications  will  be 
provided. 

The  rest  of  the  route  is  to  be 
covered  in  the  competitor's  own 


car,  for  which  no  special 
equipment  is  needed.  Prize 
monies  totalling  £18,600  will  be 
awarded. 

The  four  lectures  include  three 
on  pharmacy  in  the  countries  en 
route  and  one  entitled  '  'The  Social 
Protection  of  Europe" .  The  social 
events  include  a  welcoming 
cocktail  party,  numerous  dinners 
and  a  final  prize-giving  ceremony 
and  gala. 

The  cost  for  two  persons  is 
given  as  £3,340  for  competitors 
and  £2 ,420  for  two  accompanying 
persons  not  participating  on  the 
two  race  circuits.  These  prices 
include  all  fees,  insurances, 
documentation,  accommodation, 
meals,  social  events  and  for  the 
competitors  in  the  two  special 
race  events,  the  car,  petrol  and  all 
necessary  racing  gear.  For  more 
details  apply  to  Media-Sante  SAO, 
1  Avenue  Eugenie,  92210  Saint- 
Cloud,  France  (tel:  (1)  47  71  91  17 
or  telex  632  096F). 


Mrs  T.  McKeagney  of  Valu  of  Acton  pharmacy  is  pictured  left, 
accepting  her  Unichem  Golden  Prospects  prize  of  a  holiday  for  two  in 
America  from  John  Evans,  general  manager  of  Unichem 's  Willesden 
branch 


The  Pharmasisters  are  not  a  new  pop  group,  but  the  ladies  from  Cleggs 
Chemist  in  Wantage.  Each  year  the  Grove  Rugby  Football  Club 
organises  the  Wantage  Skittles  Tournament  which  attracts  many 
teams  from  the  surrounding  area.  Although  the  Pharmasisters  played 
the  game  to  their  best  advantage(l)  they  unfortunately  did  not  win  the 
competition.  However,  they  look  as  though  they  could  bowl  over  the 
customers  who  come  into  the  pharmacy. 


Vestric's  blind  jump 


Cumbria's  North  West  Parachute 
centre  at  Cark  Airfield, 
Flookborough  provides  the  venue 
for  a  Vestric  head  office  team  to 
make  a  charity  parachute  jump. 
They  are  hoping  to  raise  £1,000 
for  the  sponsorship  and  training  of 


a  guide  dog  for  the  blind. 

Heather  Bartrop,  admini- 
strator of  customer  accounts,  four 
colleagues  and  three  conscripted 
guests  form  the  team  who,  after 
basic  training,  will  jump  for  their 
cause  this  weekend. 


One  more  for  the  road... 
but  no  more  for  Radio  2 


No  longer  will  Lederle 
Laboratories'  sales  repre- 
sentatives be  at  liberty  to  listen  to 
the  JY  prog  on  Radio  2  while 
"doing  a  ton"  round  the  M25. 
Instead  they  will  be  expected  to 
listen  to  an  audio  tape  on  the  latest 
company  products. 

A  tape  on  the  anatomy, 
physiology,  conditions  and  drugs 
in  the  anti-inflammatory/analgesic 
market  is  the  first  to  be  made  for 


this  new  approach  to  training. 
Company  senior  sales  training 
manager  John  McMaster  says  he 
uses  the  tapes  '  'on  the  basis  that 
the  large  amoung  of  time  spent  by 
our  sales  force  in  their  cars  is 
better  used  learning  about 
products,  than  listening  to  the 
radio". 

Never  mind  Jim,  maybe  the 
lads  will  have  a  chance  to  tune  in 
during  their  lunch  break. 
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HERE'S  A  STORY 
MUMS  WILL 
BE  GLAD  TO 
HEAR! 


PURE 
^  BABY  JUICE  w 

SPECIALLY  BLENDED  FOR  BABIES  AND  TODDLERS 

Apple  &  Orange 
Juice 


W  JUICE 

Apple  & 
<currant  Juice 


ready  lo  drink 


525 


(X) 

GLUTEN  FREE 


JUST 


So  many  Mums  feel  un- 
sure   of   themselves  when 
the   all-important  weaning 
time  arrives. 

So  often,  they  come  to  you 
for  help.  When  they  do,  tell 
them  about  Robinsons. 

You  can  be  confident  you 
are  giving  sound  advice  because 
Robinsons  have  an  enviable  repu- 
tation for  quality  and  experience  in 
infant  nutrition. 
Mums  will  be  pleased  that  Robinsons  total 
range  makes  the  problems  of  Baby's  diet  so  very 
much  simpler. 

ROBINSONS  BABY  FOODS  •  Provide  a 
complete,  tasty  menu  of  breakfasts,  tea-time  treats, 
dinners  and  desserts  right  through  the  weaning 
period  •  Each  individual  menu  is  nutritionally 
balanced  and  free  from  artificial  flavours,  colours  or 
preservatives  -  Mums  can  mix  as  much  as  Baby  needs 
and  safely  save  the  rest. 

ROBINSONS  BABY  IUICES  •  With  all  the  fruit, 
the  varieties  have  been  specially  chosen  for  low 
acidity  to  prevent  tummy  upsets  ■  No  artificial 
ingredients  or  added  sugar.  Rich  in  Vitamin 
C  •  Ready  to  drink  and  give  almost  twice 
as  much  as  ordinary  glass  bottles. 

ROBINSONS  C- BERRY   •  Concen- 
trated Baby  Juice... just  right  for  big  or  little 
drinks  •  Unique  Grape  and  Berry  varieties, 
totally  free  from  added  sugar. 


GLUTEN  FREE 


NO  ADDED  SALT 


NO  ADDED  SUGAR 


MILK  FREE 


NO  ADDED  PRESERVATIVES 


NO  ARTIFICIAL  COLOURS  OR  FLAVOURS 


All  Robinsons  Foods  and  juices  have  [his  oi-o-glance  healthy 
eating  guide 

That's  the  story  you  can  tell 
your  customers;  and  be  confident 
they'll  buy  Robinsons  happily 
ever  after! 

"And  I'll  be  telling 
mums    on    TV   and  in 
specialist    Mum  and 
Baby  Press!" 
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ALL  MUMS  NEED 
TO  KNOW  ABOUT  BABY  FOOD 
AND  BABY  JUICES! 
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CREAM 


dermatolosical  cream  FOR  DRY  SKIN  CONDITIONS 
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Now  you  can  treat 
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hydrocortisone  cream 


REDUCES  INFLAMMATION 
AND  CALMS  IRRITATED  SKIN 
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even  more  skin  problems. 

Even  the  best  of  emollient  creams  can't  cope  with  skin  complaints 
like  contact  dermatitis,  allergic  rashes,  insect  bites  or  stings. 

That's  why  HC45  has  proved  such  a  success. 

With  its  non- greasy  formulation,  containing  1%  hydrocortisone, 
there  is  no  better  or  more  effective  cream  of  its  type  on  the  market 

Or  more  popular.  Because  HC45  already  outsells  any 
similar  product.  Just  like  Cream  E45,  of  course. 
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